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Thus we have endeavored to establish the duty of the church to ex- 
tend her operations to heathen lands, even while there may be many 
destitute at home, by an authority, which, if correctly applied, no one 
can question. And is not the view we have expressed as reasonable as 
it is scriptural? In the 10th chapter of Isaiah and 17th verse, it is said, 
“ The light of Israel shall be for a fire and his Holy One for a flame, and 
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a it shall burn and devour his thorns and his briars in one day.” Here 
Me the light of Israel and his Holy One are compared to fire and a flame— 
A the wicked to be consumed, to briars and thorns, and the time in which 

‘, it is to be effected, one day. ; 


Now let us suppose that the task of consuming an extensive prairie 
were assigned, and the shortest possible time allotted in which this work 
was to be performed—would we kindle a fire in the centre and wait un- 
til the destructive element would spread itself over the extensive 
plain? Or would we not rather, while the fire was spending its fury 
here, ran with torches in our hands, and enkindle it in distant and dif- 
ferent portions? Surely reason would dictate the latter course, and 
experience attest its propriety. ‘And is not my word like fire, saith 
the Lord?” And is it not the duty of those who are appointed to bear 
this fire to endeavor to scatter it as extensively as possible throughout 
the vast empire of Satan that the finally impenitent may be consumed 
in its flames, and the elect of God lighted up in their pathway to 
glory ? 

We might adduce other scriptural illustrations of the nature of the 
gospel, and the duty of those who are called to preach it; but we have 
drawn largely upon your patience. 

Dear Brethren—Do not suppose that the church necessarily weakens 
her strength at home by attending to the wants of the heathen. No. 


This we think isa too common though sadly mistaken view. If the 
Vor. XIV. 7 
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wants of the heathen are regarded, and the gospel is seen to triumphs 
over pagan idolatry, it strikes a chord which vibrates even in the very 
heart of the christian church. What can be more encouraging to the 
follower of Jesus than to behold the darkness of heathenism fast rece- 
ding before the light of the gospel? What can heighten his joy and 
elevate his songs of praise, more than the reflection that the God and 
Father whom he worships is the God and Father of those, who, but a 
short time since, prostrated themselves before their “ idols of wood and 
stone?” Thatthey now all meet around the same throne of grace and shall 
shortly meet around the same throne of glory, to unite for ever in 
songs of praise to him that redeemed them to God by his blood out of 
every kindred and tongue, and people and nation? O, if ever the soul 
feels a triumph of joy, it is in such a thought as this! If ever the 
christian sees a power in that religion which he professes, it is when he 
sees it prostrating the ancient monuments of superstition and idolatry, 
and swaying a sceptre of love and grace over a once benighted but now 
redeemed people! No woider, then, is it, that we are told of Paui 
and Barnabas, “ That being brought on their way by the church to Je- 
rusalem, declaring the conversion of the Gentiles, they caused great 
joy unto all the brethren.” And not only does it strengthen the hands 
and encourage the hearts of the friends of christianity, but who can 
tell the convincing effect which it is calculated to produce upon the 
minds of infidels? Is there an evidence which more clearly establishes 
the claims of the Bible as a revelation from God,than the change which 
it produces upon those over whom a long dark night of superstition has 
reigned? True, it effects a change upon those whom it converts here, 
but it is a change which the infidel cannot so fully comprehend or appre- 
ciate. Here it is a change from a spiritual darkness, often times illu- 
minated with the lights of science and adorned with all the refinements 
of civilization. There it isa change from a spiritual darkness, render- 
ed deeper still by an ignorance degrading in its nature and disgusting in 
its appearance. For there no false light shines to delude the infidel, or 
lead him to imagine that nature's lamp is sufficient for the soul, but all 
around a moonless and starless night. 

But not only is the christian at home encouraged and the infidel con- 
vinced by the change which the dispesrion of the Bible produces upon 
the hearts and conduct, but our holy religion is continually receiving 
additional confirmation from the discoveries which the researches of 
Missionaries have made in the manners and religions of the heathen. 
Here tradition, though degenerated, confirms the antiquity and divine 
origin of that revelation from which it sprang. Here, in the rights 
and ceremonies of pagan idolatry, are discovered the funeral obsequies 
of a once living but now departed religion—a religion, however, which 
has only changed its abode, not from earth to heaven, but to the land 
of the christian, where it still lives in its heaven-born purity. 

And think you, my friends, that a testimony yielded even by super- 
stition and idolatry, to the claims of christianity, will exert no influence 
upon her friends and foes even here? May it not strengthen the faith of 
the former, and from the ranks of the latter call out a host of firm and 
faithful friends? Even anti-christ, that great enemy which has attack- 
ed christianity on her throne, and against which her friends at home 
have been struggling with so little success, may at last receive her over- 
throw from a foreign source—a source the more fatal, because the least 
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expected. Has it not of late been ascertained that the idolatry of In- 
dia bears at least twenty-five points of resemblance to Romanism? If 
this be really the case, who can estimate the influence which a testimo- 
ny so direct will exert in falsifying the claims of popery to chris- 
lianity ? 

It may now be inquired—what is the present duty of the Secession 
Church in this all-important matter! To answer this inquiry as its im- 
portance demands, requires one of greater age and experience than he 
who now has the privilege of addressing you. I shall, however, with 
due deference to the opinions of those who may differ from me, ex- 
press the views which I at present entertain on this subject. Let me, 
however, by way of preface remark, that the fundamental duty of send- 
ing the gospel to the heathen, when the season demands it, is recognized 
by that church to which we have the honor of being connected ; and on 
this point, I feel assured that there is no diversity of sentiment among 
her members. This remark I would deem unnecessary, were it not 
sometimes asserted that the Secession Church is opposed to the princi- 
ple of Missions. Justice demands that this reproach should be repelled, 
for it is a reproach uttered by the tongue of slander. However remiss 
the Secession Church may have been in Missionary operations, yet, as 
it regards her principles on this subject, charity forbids misrepresenta- 
tion. It is the season proper for sending the gospel to the heathen, and 
the means by which it is to be accomplished, that, to her, has been a 
subject of inquiry. 

And, in addition to this, I would suggest to those who are disposed to 
draw comparisons between the respective churches of Christ as to the 
extent of their Missionary operations, to remember, at the same time, 
the amount of men and means possessed by those churches respective- 
ly, among whom this comparison is drawn. I believe that this is not 
intentionally passed by, but when we hear of any great work going on 
by any particular church, we are too apt to form our opinion of the 
agent by the work, and not of the work by the agent. If the magni- 
tude of the work excels, we associate corresponding ideas of merit to 
the church by whom the work has been performed, without taking par- 
ticularly into view her situation and resources. 

These few remarks are by no means intended to exculpate our own 
church, or disparage the laudable efforts made by our sister churches, to 
disperse, by the benign influence of the gospel, that moral gloom that 
hangs charged with death over so vast a portion of our sinful globe. 
We only claim in return from our christian brethren of other denomi- 
nations, that charity which we would not withhold from them. _ Is it so 
that we have not obeyed the calls of mercy heard afar? It has not 
been because we considered the heathen unworthy of our regard, but 
that we might attend to those within our reach. That we might feed 
them with the bread of life—that we might watch over the tender lambs 
of Christ’s flock, and by what we considered a faithful testimony for 
the truths of God’s word, endeavor to preserve the churches of Christ 
in our own favored land from the influence of those who would turn 
them from the faith once delivered to the saints. How far this has 
been effected by the instrumentality of the Secession Church, becomes 
not us to say. ‘This is known only to Him, who only can say of any 
church, “ J know thy works.” We may have beer guilty of a criminal 
hesitancy as to the ‘tempus operandi,” but may not others be equally 
chargeable with a culpable precipitancy as to the ‘modus operandi.” 
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In all things we sin and come short of the glory of God. Let us, dear 
brethren, humbly lament our unprofitableness in the service of our 
Divine Master, and seriously inquire what course does the Lord call 
upon us now to pursue as a church of Christ on this all-important subject 
—a subject in which the perishing condition of millions are concerned t 

I then conceive it to be the present duty of the Secession Church im- 
mediately to occupy a foreign field, on the supposition that the necessa- 
ry means, and persons suitably qualified, can be obtained. The cor- 
rectness of this sentiment stands or falls, we think, with the truth or 
fallacy of our foregoing remarks. If the general spread of the gospel 
is that which was predicted should characterize the New Testament 
dispensation; if the apostles received a command from their Divine 
Master to go and teach ali nations; and if in obedience to this com- 
mand they went from city to city, and from country to country, so that 
according to our Saviour’s prophecy the gospel was preached to all na- 
tions, even before the destruction of Jerusalem; if the spread of the 
gospel in heathen lands is in its own nature calculated to strengthen the 
cause of Christ at home; and, in fine, if it be reasonable to suppose 
from the nature of things, that a general, and to some degree propor- 
tionate division of the spiritual forces of a church, is calculated to ex- 
ert a more extensive and effectual influence—ihen may we infer, that 
the heathen should possess a share of that influence which God in his 
providence may enable us to exert; a share, we say, because, although 
we conceive it to be the duty of the Secession Church to send the gos- 
pel, if possible, immediately to the heathen ; yet it never can be her duty 
to send away her main force from that ground which she now occu- 
pies. Here is the citadel of her strength, and consequently the main 
force of the enemy will be directed towards it. This is her vantage 
ground, and should she relinquish it, it may be hergrave. A regard for 
her own safety then requires, that while distant parts should, if possi- 
ble, be occupied, that part where her strength lies, and where her ban- 
ner has been so long waving in the sight of her enemies, should be most 
anxiously watched and faithfully guarded. But while we would not 
have the forces of the church scattered in such a way as to destroy 
them, no more would we have them combined and concentrated 
in such a way as to confine their influence and retard their progress. 
Between these two extremes lies the scriptural medium, and it is for 
this medium we would plead. 

Now, according to Woodbridge’s Geography of 1831, there are with- 
in the bounds of the United States, including the territories, thirteen 
millions five hundred thousand inhabitants. Of this number, five hun. 
dred thousand are reckoned savages. Now the very lowest calcula- 
tion makes the population of the whole globe to be eight hundred mil- 
lions. Of this eight hundred millions, two hundred millions are chris- 
tians by name, though of this number the two-thirds belong either to 
the Greek Church or the Church of Rome, and well deserve the name 
of heathen. But including these under the denomination of christians, 


and subtracting the whole two hundred millions from the population, of 


eight hundred millions, leaves six hundred millions of perishing heathen, 
who know not God, and obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Would you believe it, dear brethren, that one thousand eight hundred 
years after the apostles received their commission to go and teach all 
nations, six hundred millions of immortal beings are posting onwards 
unprepared to the tremendous bar of God! Since I have arisen to ad- 
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ress you, how many guilty souls have taken their departure from this 
world to meet their fearful sentence, and according to the ordinary cal- 
culation, forty years hence, should they remain as they now are, six 
hundred millions shall have passed the confines of time! O whata call 
for you and me, and all of us, to consecrate ourselves and our adl to the 
service of our Divine Master. According to the latest statistics, there 
are within the bounds of our church, ninety-two ministers, and these, 
with a few exceptions, confined to the United States. Here, then, are 
ninety-two ministers, divided among thirteen millions of civilized in- 
habitants, and six hundred millions of degraded and idolatrous heathen 
left entirely destitute ! 

Is this the christian’s charity? But to render the contrast still more 
striking, there are in our charch fifteen thousand communicants, which, 
divided among ninety-two ministers, will leave to each minister about 
one hundred and sixty-three communicants. This is the average pro- 
portion. Some of our ministers have more and some less. Now is 
there any thing so remarkable in these people that points them out with 
such unerring certainty as deserving the attentions and ministrations of 
God’s ambassadors, to the neglect of so vast a multitude of perishing 
heathen? Nay, when we look at the number of years which some of 
our ministers of piety and worth itinerated without receiving a call, 
may we not fear that these are too evident indications to the contrary ? 
Have you not sometimes seen competition and rivalship for a very or- 
dinary congregation in our own country, and yet no striving to carry 
the bread of life to the vast regions of heathenism—regions teeming 
with a crowded population of famishing souls? Ah! here are the posts of 
danger and self-denial to the Missionary ! 

But there is another consideration which presents this subject, if pos- 
sible, in a still stronger light. _We presume no one present will dispute 
the correctness of this principle, viz—That where there is the least 
knowledge of Christ, and the least probability of attaining this know- 
ledge, there (other things being equal) are the greatest claims upon the 
ambassador of Christ. 

To illustrate this principle, let us suppose two individuals are labor- 
ing under a bodily disease—one of them is cut off from all access to 
to physicians or medical advice; the other, it is true, is affected with 
the same disease, but is within the reach of physicians, or is so situated, 
that he may receive the necessary instructions. Now, with regard to 
one, a recovery is impossible, absolutely impossible. But with regard 
to the other, a recovery is at least practicable For, although the 
physicians to wnom he has access may be very unskillful, yet they may 
render some aid to the afflicted patient, and suggest some remedy that 
will stay the progress of the disease. Would not humanity—would 
not charity, direct a physician to him, fur whom, if left destitute, there 
can be no hope? Now the application of this illustration to the case 
before us, is simple and plain. We have seen that the number of our 
ministers in this country is ninety-two. These added to the number of 
ministers in the various protestant churches wil make at least twelve 
thousand. Now the number of ministers, including all who are em- 
ployed in giving instructions in heathen countries, are not more than 
seven hundred. Here, then, upon the most favorable calculations, are 
twelve thousand allotted to fifteen millions in this country; while 
among the poor heathen are not more than seven hundred allotted to 











102 An Address on the subject of Foreign Missions. 


six Hundred millions. ‘To the former we have given a little less than one 
minister to every thousand souls. ‘To the latter we have given a little 
more than one to every million. The proportion of Missionaries in 
Burmah is one to two millions seven hundred and fifty thousand. In 
China, the proportion is at present, or within a short time has been, 
about one to seventy-five millions—according to that proportion, the 
United States would not be entitled to one Missionary until it had 
reached five times its present population. 

And now, my friends, I put this question to your christian under- 
standings— When we look back at the vast and almost inconceivable 
disproportion of ministers, between our own and heathen countries, 
and then from this judge of the relative opportunities which those who 
are laboring under a spiritual disease in this country and in heathen 
lands, enjoy of obtaining relief—does not christian charity call upon 
the spiritual physician of Christ to hasten with the gospel of our 
blessed Lord to the rescue of the poor heathen 4 

But there is another consideration which must make the claims of 
the heathen appear still stronger. It is well known that the Bible— 
the only book of life, is widely circulated in our own country; and 
there are, I presume, but few who cannot obtain at least the reading of 
this holy book. Now we all know that this is a privilege of which the 
darkened heathen know nothing. No, the light of divine truth never 
beams from the pages of this sacred book upon their souls. It never 
tells them of a Saviour to redeem them from sin and death, and a Holy 
Spirit to sanctify and cleanse them. Ah! how little do we who are 
surrounded with gospel privileges know of the moral desolation that 
reigns over three-fourths of our globe 7 

If we cast our eyes upon the morai map of this globe, we will find 
but here and there a bright spot, upon which the eye can rest with sa- 
tisfaction, and this bright spot is the land of the christian. And as 
you recede from it, you behold the strokes become thicker and heavier, 
until it terminates in the blackness of heathenism—and over this dark 
waste your eye travels, and as it travels, you reflect upon the millions 
of immortal souls whom a few years shall find in the eternal world— 
souls over whom the wrath of God hangs, and whom this blessed gos- 
pel which we enjoy alone can save. Look to China and her vast con- 
tiguous countries, and there you will find three hundred millions of our 
fellow beings, worshipping in all the sincerity of divine adoration the 
Grand Lama, the spirits of departed ancestors, and numerous imagina- 
ry deities. ‘Take a view of Hindostan and there you will find millions 
of the deluded worshippers of the deity under the form of Brahma 
Vishna and Siva, attended with their countless train of subordinate 
deities. Leave the vast regions of Asia and follow this dark and 
gloomy picture, and it will conduct you to poor benighted Africa, and 
you reflect upon the countless numbers of her sable sons worshipping 
“gods which are no gods,” but beasts and devils. Yes: We thus be- 
hold Africa, who has received from christian lands, instead of the mes- 
sengers of peace, the ministers of oppression and slavery. But look 
at the religious character of twenty millions of immortal beings that 
inhabit the various islands of the ocean. The eye finds but little satis- 
faction in traversing these, after leaving the continents of Asia and 
—— Here idolatry, if possible, assumes a still deeper and darker 
shade. 


Thus you see, dear brethren, the whole heathen world are emphati- 
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cally without God, and therefore without hope. Their moral charac- 
ter is no less awfully degraded. Read the picture of heathen abomina- 
tions as it is drawn by Paul, the great apostle of the Gentiles, in the 
first chapter of his epistle to the Romans, and you will find that is an 
exact portrait of their present degraded state. Here are to be found 
all the horrors of despotism and superstition. Who could describe the 
amount of suffering occasioned by bodily inflictions for the purpose of 
appeasing their incensed deities that delight in human blood ? Who 
could tell the hundreds of human sacrifices that are daily agonizing 
upon the altars of their idolatry—consuming in the fires of the funeral 
pile er sinking beneath the waters of the sacred rivers? Who could 
imagine the crime and misery of those whose almost only employment 
is savage warfare, unrestrained by natural aflection, and embittered by 
the unbridled indulgence of every malign and debased passion? Here 
the husband degrades and oppresses his wife and deems his conduct 
noble and manly! Here the mother sheds the blood of her innocent 
and calls the act redigious! On sucha scene we shall not dwell. Let 
us unite with the Psalmist in his prayer, “ Have respect unto the cove- 
nant, for the habitations of the earth are fud/ of horrid cruelty.” 

But we are pointed to the thousands of slaves who are in a state of 
at least comparative heathenism in our own country, and speaking our 
own language. Why would you not direct your labors towards these 
degraded sons of Africa, whose only comfort can be a hope of happi- 
ness beyond the grave? We weuld not, because we cannot—we dure 
not. We are legislutively prevented. The slave-holder presents to us 
the laws of his State, as a barrier between us and his slave. Gladly 
would we give him the Bible, the richest boon of heaven, but such an 
act would be ¢reason against the laws of a christian people. Against 
this systematic legalized prohibition of the slave-holder, the Secession 
Church has uttered the voice of warning and lifted asolemn testimony. 
And this is all that, as a church, we can do, but weep over the be- 
nighted slave, and pray to the God of ail grace that he would hear the 
groanings of the prisoner and save them that are doomed to die. 

But to return to the point before us—knowing the condition of the 
heathen world to be such as I have described, I have one question which 
1 would submit for your serious reflection :—Would it not be the duty 
of our church to send to these degraded heathen one or more of our 
itinerating ministers, or even of those already settled, who would offer 
themselves, on the supposition that they possessed the necessary qualifi- 
cations? Or, in other words, would it be a violation of christian 
charity? Here it may be replied, with regard to those who are or- 
dained over congregations—that they are commanded to feed the flocks 
over which the Holy Ghost has made them overseers. To this it may 
be remarked, that this injunction respects rather the present duty which 
a minister owes to his flock, than the extent of time which he is to re- 
main over them. He is to feed them with suitable instructions so long 
as he sustains the character of an overseer. Any other view, we con- 
ceive, would render it inconsistent with our conduct as achurch. For 
have not ministers been separated judicially from their congregations, 
when it was supposed they had a prospect of doing more good in another 
quarter! And might nota minister thus situated have a louder call to 
labor among the heathen than his own congregation? True, he would 
thereby leave them destitute of the stated ordinances of the gospel for 
awhile. But they considering the number of our itinerating and placed 
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ministers, would be favored with occasional supplies of preaching—and, 
in addition to this, they would never be without their Bibles, Commen- 
taries, and other valuable helps, whilst the heathen have none of these 
things. 

But it may be replied, unless persons thus qualified come forward and 
devote themselves, the church cannot send them. But I ask, why has 
not this devotement been made? Why have not young men in our church 
consecrated themselves to this work ? Has it not been because their 
attention has not been directed towards it? Have they been made ac- 
quainted, as they should have been, from the pulpit and at the fire-side, 
with the millions of perishing heathen in our own and foreign coun- 
tries? Has the awful condition of these heathen been presented before 
their minds in its full extent? Has the duty of parents, to devote their 
children like Hannah to the service of God, been sufficiently pressed upon 
fathers and mothers? Has the command of our Saviour, to go and 
teach all nations, been enforced and urged upon the minds of old and 
young, rich and poor, with that earnestness which its importance re- 
quires’ Have young men been selected from our congregations, and 
encouraged, and instructed, as they should have been, by the counsels 
of the old, to come forward and prepare themselves for the work of 
the ministry? And have the poor, who might have been willing but 
not able, always received assistance of the rich ? 

When the great Head of the church calls any to his service, he does 
itnot in a miraculous manner by audible voices and visions of the 
night. But he effects it by leading parents to devote their children to 
him, and to favor them with such an education as will qualify them for 
judging for themselves in this all-important matter? He effects it by 
bringing home to their hearts and consciences the duty of all to extend 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. He effects it by endowing them with the 
necessary gifts and graces to qualify them for the ministry. And, 
finally, he effects it by presenting to their minds the mournful 
condition and fearful doom of sinners, and excites within them a 
love for their immortal souls. Have the ministers of our church, 
have we, as students in this seminary, acted the part of faithful instru- 
ments of God in this matter, in our several stations and relations? In 
this inquiry | entertain no allusions; but I fear that this is the cause 
why the principles of our church are not loved and maintained more 
than they are at present, amid the crowd of error that threatens 
to bury them—why more are not coming up to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty—why the cries of the poor heathen for help, as 
they have been wafted to us on almost every breeze that sweeps across the 
ocean—re echoed by the groans of the destitute at home, have not 
awakened our attention and enkindled our zeal toa greater degree for 
the spread of the blessed gospel of Jesus Christ. Am I mistaken? If 
so—my own experience has deceived me. 

But we are again told, that were the church provided with men she 
has not the means. But why has she not the means? I ask, why has 
she not the means! Is it so that the members of our church have them 
not in their possession? Is it so, that among a population of more than 
fifteen.aaiions, in a rich and prosperous country, there does not exist a 
sufficient amount of gold and silver that might be spared, for the pur- 
pose of sending and supporting the gospel among the heathen ?—Espe- 
cially when we consider the & fling expense to which many of our most 
wealthy congregations are subjected by the maintenance of a stated 
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ministry among them. O! I fear this excuse will not prove sufficient 
in the great day of accounts. 

I ask you, dear brethren, to take a comprehensive view of the Se- 
cession Church, (to her I confine myself, because an inquiry into her 
state and condition is more particularly the object of our society,) I ask 
you to glance at the particular congregations with which each of you 
may be respectively acquainted. I ask you to take into consideration 
the probable amount of wealth which each has in its possession, and 
then the probable amount which each gives for the support and exten- 
sion of that gospel, which should be to them the dearest blessing which 
they can enjoy, znd which has made them what they are, heirs of im- 
mortal glory. 

Look back to the primitive days of the church, and, alas! what a 
contrast does she present when compared with her present state ! what 
self-denial and self-devotedness to the cause of Christ! what liberality ! 
what fervent zeal for the glory of God and the extension of bis king- 
dom! Then the gospel triumphed in every place. ‘Then covetousness 
fled, dashed from the presence of a christian. ‘ And all that belicved 
were together, and had all things common; and sold their possessions 
and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.” 
Then they went every where, preaching the gospel. They felt :hat 
they had a rich and immortal treasure to impart, and they could not be 
restrained by a love for the world, until their destitute neighbors rea- 
lized its preciousness. ‘They knew they were constituted but the trus- 
tees of that property which God had given them, and with hearts burn- 
ing with a holy love, they were ready to lay it out in his cause. Dan- 
ger and death contronted them at every step, yet none of these things 
moved them. ‘They went on in their work of love, and He in whose 
cause they were engaged, was with them and blessed them. Had the 
gospel continued to have been preached as it then was; had christians 
continued by their self-denial and their zeal to manifest to the world 
that the kingdom of their Divine Master was not of this world; and 
had the spirit of God continued to be felt inits power and seen in its 
eflects as it then was—O! what happy times we should now have ! 
But, alas! the gospel has been corrupted by error. The zeal of its ad- 
vocates has cooled; and the spirit of God has, in a great measure, 
departed. 

True, the present age is called an age of the out-pouring of God’s 
spirit, and an age of benevolence. But is this spirit a sipirit whose 
fruits are love, joy and peace?’ And does this benevolence spring at 
all times from a supreme regard to God’s word, and a sincere and un- 
ostentatious love for the souls of sinners? Let the error and discord 
that abound every where in the christian church ; let the gold and silver 
that lie in the coffers of the rich; and let the parade and show, and 
even surprise, that generally attend an extraordinary sacrifice of wealth 
to the cause of religion, give the reply. 

Does not a spirit of worldly-mindedness and covetousness prevail 
among us to an alarming extent at the presentday. Money! Money! 
Land! Land! is the general cry. How few among the rich are bring- 
ing their wealth to the cause of God, and consecrating it to the service 
of the sanctuary! The Jews were required to give the one-tenth, and 
where is the man that gives that sum now, when the gospel is not to be 
confined to one nation as it then was. How few are the number of 
those whose self-denial and liberality would every where show that the 
glory of God was their chief and highest end ? How few are the number 
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of those whose Bible, a heathen would conclude from their conduct, con- 
tained such passages as these: “ Lay not up for yourselves treasures 
upon the earth—Labor not to be rich—We brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and 
raiment, let us be therewith content. But they that will be rich fall 
into temptations and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, 
which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of 
money is the root of all evil.— Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh 
not all that he hath cannot be my disciple. Upon the first day of the 
week let every one of you lay by him, in store, as God has prospered 
him.” Do these, and many other passages of a similar nature, regulate 
the conduct of those from whom we hear the cry—We have not the 
means to send the gospel to the heathen! O shame! To rob God 
when he is calling upon us by the woes and wants of others, to bring 
our tithes and offerings into the store-house, and then to insult him with 
a show of poverty! 

These things ought not so to be. But where is the fault? Itis with 
the church, both ministers and people. ‘To this, there no doubt are ex- 
ceptions. But it is the sin of the church. Let us then, as a church, 
in an humble and prayerful dependence upon God’s blessing, consecrate 
the means we have to his service ; and although it may not be as great 
as that of other churches, yet will God receive it as an acceptable offer- 
ing; and, as he is free to work above means, nay manifest the power 
and grace of his gospel, in making it the unworthy instrument of bring- 
ing many sinners to Zion. 

Dear Brethren, | have thus presented to you my views on the sub- 


ject of Foreign Missions. I have laid before you what I conceive to 


be the duty of the church in general, and of our own in particular, as 
to this matter. In looking abroad upon the wide waste of heathenism, 
that desolates so great a proportion of our globe—in reflecting upon 
the laws, languages, customs, prejudices, and tempers, that every where 
rise up to impede the progress of the gospel, we are for a moment al- 
most left to doubt its success. But such a doubt is the doubt of the 
sceptic and infidel. ‘The promise of God standeth sure. For Zion’s 
sake will | not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation 
thereof as a lamp that burneth, and the Gentiles shall see thy righteous- 
ness, and all kings thy glory. 

The gospel is the wisdom of God and the power of God. In this 
gospel, you and I expect, ere long, in the providence of God, to labor, 
and let us not forget that it is the only means which God will ever 
make use of for saving sinners. Should he commit this gospel to us, 
what a responsibility will there be resting upon us, lest we should with- 
hold it from those to whom God is requiring us to carry it! How di- 
ligent, then, does it become us to be in putting into practice the great 
design of our society, viz: “Of inquiring into the nature, prospects and 
demands of ministerial labor in our own and foreign climes.” In this 
respect, | think you and | must confess that we have been guilty of a 
sinful neglect. How can we know what Israel ought to do in this mat- 
ter, unless we are acquainted with the signs of the times? And how 
can we become acquainted, unless we diligently and constantly observe 
them. How often do we hear it said, that “it is not time yet "to send 
the gospel to the heathen,” by those very persons who are ignorant of the 
movements of Providence in those benighted parts of our globe. They 


























An Address on the subject of Foreign Missions. 107 


spend a life-time under the droppings of the gospel without ever anxi- 
ously or seriously inquiring what God is doing for the pvor heathen. 
Revolutions and changes are taking place that will teil on the kingdom 
ot Christ, and on the souls of millions, and they know it not. Dear 
brethren, I think it is time. Why, Hindostan alone spreads out her 
countless inhabitants before us, and offers us the liberty to teach them 
the way of life. Can we, in the face of this offer say, “it is not 
time ;” and that, too, when thousands of her deluded sons have dis- 
covered by the first light which they have received, that their religion 
is false, and are at this moment trembling on the verge of idolatry and 
infidelity. Prosecute, then, the great work of your society. ; 

And in conclusion I would say, let us not forget that we are witnesses 
for the truth, and that is only the pure preaching of the truth, that God 
will bless, for the salvation of either Jew or Gentile. As we value 
this trath, then—as we value the beauty, and strength, and glory of 
the church, we must maintain and preserve our testimony here, that 
we may gradually transmit the light which we possess to the isles of 
the sea and the nations far hence. For we were once as ignorant 
as they are; and shall they not be as we are! O then, beholding the 
condition of those who know not God, let us not trample our profession 
under our feet, but glory in it, and bind it as a diadem to our brow. Let 
us show to the world that we are sincere in our attachment to this pro- 
fession, by endeavoring to bring as many as possible to the knowledge 
of the truths of the gospel, and by exerting our intluence with others, 
to come up to the help of the Lord against the mighty. 

Why should we be discouraged by tie smallness of our number? 
You know God is not confined to the use of means always proportion- 
ate to the end to be accomplished. ‘The Moravians, in point of num- 
bers, are but a feeble band, and yet their influence hasbeen felt in those 
parts of the world where superstition and idolatry assumed their dark- 
est snade. And shall Seceders, though few, be lukewarm and inactive 
in the extension of Christ’s kingdom! Let us bearin mind the exhor- 
tation that is given us in the conclusion of our “ Declaration and testi- 
mony,” to consider the distresses of others, that, according to the abili- 
ty which the Lord has given us we may relieve them ; and especially 
let vs bear in mind the solemn scripture appeal by which this exhortation 
is there enforced. _Whoso hath this world’s goods, and seeth his brother 
have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him. We forget that we have declared 
ourselves “to be under the most solemn obligations by the word of God 
and by vows agreeable to it lying on us in this church, to study the ad- 
vancement of the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 
this been our study ! 

McCrie, in his lite of Melville, gives us an account of the king and 
other members of the assembly entering into a most solemn vow and 
pledge to God, to discharge their duties as members of the church. 
Immediately we hear of this same church sending Missionaries among 
the uncivilized parts of Scotland and the Western Isles, who were in 
a state of complete barbarism. O that our covenant engagements were 
followed by the same zeal for the extension of our holy religion. 

Dear brethren, I have but one word and I have done. Let us study 
to acquaint ourselves with the true condition of the “world lying in 
wickedness,’ and to impart all the information we receive to those over 
whom, in the providence of God, we may be placed. O how melan- 
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choly is the ignorance and indifference that abound among the friends 
of Christ respecting the state and condition of so many millions of im- 
mortal souls—and the opportunities of sending them the gospel—and 
how awfully melancholy is this ignorance and indifference when found 
among the watchmen that are placed upon the wall to descry the signs 
of this dark and dismal night. 

Let our conduct then, dear brethren, should Christ honor us with 
this high and responsible station, show that we are not unfaithful to our 
trust. Let us endeavor to live ia an humble dependence upon God’s 
spirit, to render effectual the means that may be used for the extension 
of his kingdom. For without his gracious and benign influences, his 
word preached, either at home or abroad, shall be like seed sown upon 
the dry and parched desert, bringing forth nothing but “briars and 
thorns.” But with his spirit, the means, however insignificant, shall be 
abundantly effectual. ‘The desert shall become like the garden of the 
Lord ; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving and the 
voice of melody. The inhabitant of the Celestial Empire, that has long 
adored the gods of his father; the Hindvo, that has sacrificed his own 
offspring to the fury of the Ganges ; the follower of Mahommed—the 
son of Abraham, shall, together with the Ethiopian, stretch forth their 
hands to God, and being ransomed of the Lord, shall return and come 
to Zion, with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads. 
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In the Edinburgh Christian Magazine for 1800, we meet with the fol- 
lowing Letter on the subject of “changing a religious profession,’’ which 
we judge worthy of being republished in the Monitor, on account of its 
peculiar appropriateness to the case of many atpresentin our own church. 
A witnessing profession, solemnly made and even sworn to, is often 
thoughtlessly abandoned and another taken up from mere convenience, or 
prejudice, or carnal attachment. The Letter below solemnly calls on 
these changelings to consider their ways, and especially to look well to 
the character aid deportment of those, at whose hands they would re- 
ceive the ordinances of Jesus Christ, remembering the words of Paul, 
“| know that grievous wolves shall enter in not sparing the flock: also 
of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to 
draw away disciples after them.” We trust the Letter will be read with 
profit. Itis as follows: 

Dear Frienp :—In consequence of the step you have now taken, 
the relation in which we once stood to one another, frequently presents 
itself to my thoughts. ‘“ You acknowledged usin part, that we were 
your rejoicing, as we wish you to be ours, in the day of the Lord Jesus.” 
And viewing it in that solemn light, in which both youand I should se- 
riously reflect upon it, you will not be surprised at this form of address ; 
you will not be offended at this attempt to fix your mind on a subject 
confessedly of high importance. It is now a considerable time since 
you walked unto the house of God in company with us, and as we may 
not again have opportunity of taking sweet counsel together, I take 
this method to call you to a particular review of yourconduct. Before 
you changed your place of public worship, before you went to another 














2 
b 
. 





On Changing a Religious Profession. 109 


society, with which you may eventually join in the strictest bonds of 
christian communion, it either was, or at least should have been, mat- 
ter of serious enquiry, whether you should take this step or not. If 
what you have done proceeded either from mere indifference, or from 
that instability which so strongly marks the character of the present 
times, you are conscious that you cannot answer for it, either to God 
orto men. You must credit him who says, “ Woe to them that are 
at ease in Zion.” You need not be told how remote levity should be 
from the mattersof God. Can the unstable hold fast the profession of 
the faith? Can they adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things, who are carried about with every wind of doctrine? Is it folly 
to act without consideration in the affairs of this life? and is it not a 
great impiety in the things of God, who requires our whole heart, 
in all that we think concerning him; in all that we say when we come 
into his presence ; and in all that we do in his service ? Charity for- 
bids me to conclude that you have acted wholly without deliberation. 
Were you directed, therefore, to your inquiry, by the law and the testi- 
mony? With this in your hands, did the Spirit lead you into all truth ? 
Did he shine into your heart; did he illuminate your path; did he 
break up the way before you? Was it while you poured out your 
heart at the throne of grace for divine counsel, that your eyes were 
opened ? Was it in consequence of seeing light in his light clearly, 
that you meditated a change ; that you resolved upon it; and that you 
carried the resolntion into effect? Are you convinced that you pursued 
the path of duty? Is your persuasion such, do you suppose, as shall 
not forsake you in any after period of life? Is it such as will enable 
you to count the reproach of Christ greater riches than all the trea- 
sures of Egypt; such as will enable you to meet without confusion the 
grim tyrant, and to behold the face of the glorious Judge, when he 
shall sit on his great white throne? Nothing less than this will carry 
you out now ; nothing less can support you under the cross, can bear 
you up in the day of death, and give you boldness at the appearing of 
Christ Jesus. Such too is the nature, such is the effect of that confi- 
dence with which the Holy Spirit fills the hearts of his own people. Were 
you impelled to this change, that you might be more closely united to 
that noble company who follow the Lamb; that you might be more 
valiant for the truth upon the earth; and that God might be more glo- 
rified by your confession of his name before a sinful and an adulterous 
generation? Lower considerations, weaker motives, and inferior ends, 
will class you with those of whom Christ will be “ashamed, when he 
cometh in the glory of his Father, with the holy angels.”’ 

If in this matter the word has been a light to your feet and a lamp 
unto your path; if you have been drawn to this step by the constrain- 
ing influences of the Holy Spirit; if Christ hath filled you with a more 
pure, with a more ardent zeal; if he hath brought you more into the 
way of his steps; if he hath written his father’s name more conspicu- 
ously on your forehead, you are more resolved than ever to buy the 
truth ; more determined to contend earnestly for the faith once deliver- 
ed to the saints. Without ostentatiously saying, “Come, see my zeal 
for the Lord of hosts,” you endeavor, through the strength of divine 
grace, to take a firmer hold of the testimony of Jesus, in communion 
with them who “do not shun to declare the whole counsel of God ;” 
with them who, united in the love of the truth as it is in Jesus, “ walk 
by the same rule, and mind the same thing.” Will the Bishop of souls 








110 On Changing a Religious Profession. 


lead you to hear the word, where many of the leading and peculiar 
doctrines of the gospel are either carefully concealed, artfully disguis- 
ed, or openly denied! Can the chief Shepherd guide you with his eye 
to the unwholesome pastures, where he does not cause his flock to feed 
and lie down! Can you gather your food where the doctrine of pre- 
destination, of particular election, of the covenant entered into with 
the first man, of his fa'l from that state of perfection and happiness in 
which he was placed in paradise, are either openly controverted, or at 
least cast entirely into the back ground? Will Christ grace with lis 
presence ordinances, where you will scarcely know, from all that you 
hear, that ever God entered into covenant with his own eternal Son 
from everlasting; that in that solemn transaction, he accepted of Christ 
as the surety of lost sinners; that Christ put himself in their place ; 
that in their stead, he in our world obeyed to the death; or in other 
words, that having fulfilled all righteousness in his life, he, through the 
eternal Spirit, offered himself without spot unto God, to purge the con- 
science from dead works; that by one offering he perfected for ever all 
them that are sanctified; that this sacrifice of a sweet smelling savour 
unto God, was offered by him in the character of Mediator of the New 
Testament, (or covenant,) that by means of death, for the redemption 
of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which 
are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance? Are you 
in no danger of being misled, where Christ is not exhibited as the Lord 
our righteousness; where he is not commended to your acceptance, as 
made of God to us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and complete 
redemption ; but where, on the other hand, you are taught that your 
pardon and acceptance is not of faith, thatit might be by grace, but of 
works; that you must do many things to prepare yourseli to come to 
Christ ; and that you may lean to your own understanding, and trust to 
your own arm, in the discharge of the duties that are incumbent.on you 
as a Christian? Is it likely that the Spirit will take of the things of 
Christ, and shew unto you, where he is not worshipped and glorified as 
the true God; where his influences and grace are contemned, and 
where you are directed to substitute your own exertions, in the acqui- 
sition of knowledge and of faith; in promoting your love, increasing 
your peace; in augmenting your joy, enlarging your hopes; in expand- 
ing your desires, in seeking after further degrees of contrition, of meek- 
ness, patience, gentleness, instead of the energy of the Spirit of all 
grace! In waiting on such instrutions, aad in being a member of a 
church where these and similar doctrines are most commonly taught 
and believed, can you expect the accomplishment of that promise, * In 
all places where I record my name, | will come unto thee, and | will 
bless thee 7’ Can such doctrines build you up, and give you an inherit- 
ance among all them thatare sanctified ! 

In order to be satisfied with your change, must you not have the 
clearest evidence, that the pastors of the church of which you are 
about to become a member, come into office in the manner enjoined by 
the great Head of the church? After they take upon them the cure of 
souls, are they more careful than those you have deserted, in stirring 
up the gifts that are in them; more anxious to feed you with knowledge 
and understanding’ As they that must give an account, are they more 
attentive in watching for your souls? Are they more studious to 
preach the word, to be instant in season and outof season; to reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering and doctrine? Are they more 
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gentle unto all men, more apt to teach, more patient in meekness in- 
structing those who oppose themselves’? Are they less influenced by 
filthy lucre? Do they entangle themselves less with’ le affairs of this 
life? Do they give themselves wholly to the duties of their office; 
and does their profiting appear to all? Do they set you a better ex- 
ample in the path of duty? Is the worship of God, on the morning 
and evening of every day, observed regularly in their own families ! 
By which of the two is the holy Sabbath most attentively kept? On 
the day which the Lord hath made, are their houses never the rendez- 
vous of company assembled, not with the intention to provoke one 
another to love and to good works, not for religious services, but for 
entertainment, for mere amusement, or for secular affairs? Which of 
the two most frequently sanction, by their presence, such meetings in 
the houses of others, especially in the houses of the great, after the 
public services of the Sabbath are over, to which parties they have no 
call by the duties of their office ? 

Is unity in the faith a prominent feature in the character of the min- 
istry of that church where you now attend public ordinances? Or is 
there no evidence to be met with, that, however scrupulous they are in 
requiring the subscription of the same formula, when entering into 
office, their real creeds are so different, and so opposite to one another, 
that they will not hold ministerial communion in preaching the word, 
and dispensing the sacrament of the supper. If the people will not 
communicate in neighboring congregations, except where particular 
ministers officiate, shall you have no scruple to join with tne one or the 
other? What agreement is there, what concord can there be, between 
the Materialist, the Arian, the avowed Socinian, the professed Armini- 
an, and such as firmly believe the dectrines taught in the articles even 
of that church of which you are about to become a member ? 

For your own satisfaction, itmay be necessary to take into the ac- 
count the manner in which admissions to the fellowship of the church 
are conducted. Do her ministers, do her sessions, excel in their care 
of the youth under their inspection; in their endeavors to have their 
minds early stored with religious knowledge? For this end, do they 
watch with anxious care the schools under their care, and see with 
their own eyes, whether, by their teachers in school and by their pa- 
rents at home, they be taught what be the first principles of the ora- 
cles of God? When they grow up, and apply for admission to the full 
communion of the church, is more care employed in previous examina- 
tion; is there more attention paid to moral character, in order to com- 
municating, than by those you have forsaken? Or are the grossly ig- 
norant, the profane swearer, the sabbath-breaker, they who are not 
afraid to speak evil of dignities, the injurious, the unclean, the covetous, 
he that telleth lies, the discontented, never seen sitting at the holy table 
of the Lord! Are the censures of the church, in the connection you 
are about to form, more faithfully applied; or can total exemption from 
these, in any case, be purchased with money? Is the government of 
the house of God conducted in all things according to the will of the God 
of the honse’? Are your christian privileges better maintained than in your 
former connection? Are you permitted to look out from among your- 
selves such as bear rule, and to give your vote for such as break the 
bread of life among you?’ If you have nothing to say in this matter, 
may I ask, whether you would give up the choice of your market, of 
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your merchant, of your physician, or of your food and raiment, with as 
little concern as many part with their right to choose those that are over 
them in the Lord and admonish them ? 

‘The usual reply, “ There is no church perfect, there are good and 
bad in every communion,” cannot satisfy a_ well-informed mind. 
Though there be no church on earth perfect, are not some nearer to the 
unerring standard than others? and should we not try the spirits, 
whether they be of God, because many false prophets have gone out 
into the world. and if we find one superior to others, in regard to pu- 
rity of doctrine and communion ; if she approach nearer to perfection 
than others, however far she may be from it, should we not take part with 
her? Whereunto we have already attained, let us walk by the same 
rule. Because some good men may not see their way clear to leave a 
church though she hath left her first love, and because bad men, be- 
cause hypocrites, may be found in the purest church, are we to reckon 
it a matter of indifference to which of the two we adhere? Because 
Judas was one of the twelve, was it equally safe to return to the weak 
and beggarly elements of the Jewish church, now so exceedingly cor- 
rupt, as to continue with him who preached righteousness in the great 
congregation’ Because some were found in the christian church in 
the days of the apostles, who had but a name to live while they were 
dead, were the doctrines of these inspired men, was the communion of 
their church, to be viewed in the same light, and regarded with the 
same indifference, as the doctrines and fellowship of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees! We must go higher for our warrant to forsake, or to join, 
a particular church, than to the character of some that may. be in her 
communion. We must ask, is she organized on the scriptural model ? 
Are the proper means for gathering in sinners, and building up saints in 
their most holy faith,employed? Do the ministry set the trumpet to 
their mouth, and faithfully shew the house of Jacob their sins? Do 
they set life aud death before them, and plainly teach the way of 
avoiding the one, and of entering into the other? Isit likely that the 
spiritual and eternal concernments of men will be most promoted under 
their ministry ? Can they say, Though Israel be not gathered, yet 
shall 1 be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my God shall be 
my strength ? 

You may yet add, “ Though in this communion every thing be not ac- 
cording to my wish; though the sermons which I hear be not, in re- 
spect of orthodoxy, unexceptionable, I can refuse the evil and choose 
the good; I can pick out the wholesome from the noxious; the chaft 
can be separated from the wheat.’ And would you run the same 
risk with your natural food? Were you told that there is death in the 
pot, would yvu eat on, as if there were no such thing; when in the 
very next vessel you had food, in eating of which there is no danger ? 
What horror would seize you, lest the whole mass were infected ? 
And are we to feel no alarm, lest poison be served up with our 
spiritual food ? 

Is it likely that your love to the truth, and your aversion to error, 
your attachment to pure ordinances, and your dislike to an impure 
communion, will increase in a place where the former is often made 
to give way to the latter? Besides, can you suppose that God will 
accept of your sacrifices, where, according to your own confession, the 
whole counsel of God is not declared ; where, to use your own expres- 
sion, you have only heard the “ outside of the subjects” discoursed on 
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in vour place of worship? Is not this plainly offering om torn and the 
lame, which he will not ac cept at your hand? Offer it now unto thy 
governor. Does the Spirit of God direct us to wie Ae t ourselves thus, 
in the matters of truth, and of. Christian duty? Is this contending 
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints? Is this following 
the Lord fully? Is it holding fast the profes.ion of the faith without 
wavering’ Was it thus that the first christians, was it thus that our 
godly re forming ancestors, conducted themselves’ Did not they stand 
on much higher ground?) With such inferior notions of truth, 
and with a profession hanging so loose about them, could they have laid 
their necks under the axe of the executioner? Could thev. with un- 
daunted resolution, have mounted the scaffold, and embraced the stake ? 
They had bought the pearl of great price for a very different sum. 
They knew better how to prize the treasure hia in the field: they had 
counted the cost far otherwise than too m: ny who vrofess to be follow: 
ers of them who through such faith and patience now iuherit the pro- 
mises. By making no difference between the precious and the vile, be- 
tween him that serveth God and him that serveth him not, is it possible 
to hand down the truths of God pure to the succeeding race? Is it thus 
that race unto race shall praise the Lord, and show forth his mighty 
deeds’? that the father to the son shall make known the truth? What 
would have been the complexion of the christian church at this day, in 
our land and abroad, had there not been another spirit in ibe Luthers 
and Calvins of the continent, in the Knoxes, the Wisharts, and the Ren- 
wicks of Scotland, together with all that noble company who, for the 
testimony of Jesus, suffered the loss of all things ? 

The apology, founded on the inconvenience of going a few miles fur- 
ther toa place of worship, cannot surely be sustained in a matter of 
such moment. Mere distance can be no reasonable ground on which to 
change our religious profession; much less that of two or three miles 
This “would imply, that he who fixes the bounds of our habitations. per- 
mits us to join the nearest congregation, whether it he!d by the Koran, 
embraced the creed of the Catholic, of the Episcopalian, or of the 
Presbyterian church. Is it not more reasonable to suppose, that he 
thus brings our steadfastness to the test?) Can he be ranked among the 
witnesses of Jesus, who in the sunshine cries out, “ What a weariness 
is it,” when he is required to go half the way for his spiritual provi- 
sion, one day in seven, that he would go with the greatest alacrity, on 
each of the other six, for the bread that perishes? How would he face 
persecution ' How would he wander in sheeps skins and goats skins on 
the mountains, in dens and in caves of the earth, destitute, afflicted, tor- 
mented? How would he seek his bread, like them that jeoparded their 
lives in the high places of the field, in the days of our fathers, when 
they waited on ordinances, in peril of the sword of the wilderness t 
Tre argument of advancing years and growing infirmaties, is equally 
untenable. Who supports you under affliction ? Who hath said, “In 
six troubles I will be with thee, in seven I will not forsake the ” 
‘| have made, and | will bear to old age and hoary hairs: | am he.” 
Who but the God of our life can remove affliction, or lay his hand 
more heavily upon us! By acting perfidiously in his covenant, by cast- 
ing his cords behind our backs, by going back and w alking no more with 
him, can we look, with the same ‘cuntidence, fur the accomplishment of 
his great and precicus promises! Can we trust in him, and expect 
from him every thing that we need, while we sigh and go backwards? 
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dom of Ged? Is it net the character of the first christians, that they contin- 
ued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, in breaking of bread, and in pray- 
ers? You are better informed than to rest your defence on matrimonial 
connexion. Its influence may be employed, that the unbelieving husband 
may be sanctified by the believing wie, and'so on the contrary. You 
well know, however, that the husband is by no means to lord it over the 
conscience of the wife. He has no claim to obedience in so far as he 
may dictate articles of faith to his wife. Nor, on the other hand, may 
he give way to the solicitations of his wife, when she endeavors toalien- 
ate his affections from that profession and communion te which he hath 
been drawn by the Spirit of all truth. 

Nor will you take refuge under that indifference to all kind of princi- 
pte in religious society, which so strikingly characterizes so many even 
of the professed friends of truth, in the present time. How low do the 
lukewarm rank in the estimation both of God and men? * How long 
halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow him: if Baal 
be God, follow him.” “1 know thy works, that thou art neither cold 
nor hot: 1 would thou wert cold or het. So then, because thou art 
Jukewarm, | will spue thee out of my mouth.” Rather than be driven 
out of every refuge, you may have recourse to the names of many who 
have left the same religious connecticn, and gone some of them to one 
society, and some to another. Jn the frontof this list you may place 
the names of pastors, of elders, and of preachers of the gospel. To 
these you may subjein a number who occupied a less conspicuous sta- 
tion. ‘Those came into office, and these made their profession, under 
the most solemn ties to abide in the truth. You never, however, 
thought seriously of making the conduct of poor fallible men your rule; 
though you may eagerly lay hold on their example as part of your 
apology. ‘This is a proof that they cannot always withstand the temp- 
tations with which they are more beset than many others. Solomon, 
after he was honored to build and dedicate a louse to the name of the 
truc God, erected temples to them that were no gods. Peter was Lot 
the only person who denied his Lord with oaths and curses, nor Judas 
the only traitor. Who can tell how many after him have held the truth 
in uurighteousness? It is not in the first ages of the church only, that 
there were false apostles, deecitful workers. The race of Demas hath 
multiplied excecdingly. Nor were Hymeneus and Alexander the only 
men who have made shipwreck of the faith and a good conscience. 
The race of Theudas are not all siain, nor bis followers dispersed and 
brought to nought. It is no strange thing, to them who know any 
thing of the human character, to sce the ignorant, the vain, the 
proud, the ambitious, when their humors are crossed, gving back and 
walking no more with Jesus. ‘The eyes of office-bearers in the church 
have been dazzled by the lure of gold as well as others. ‘The direful 
consequences of private pique, of secret umbrage, and of thirst for re- 
venge, are seen in some part of the church or other every day, Will 
not your sin be aggravated above theirs, if you follow their steps, with- 
out being impelled by their temptations ? 

Can you witha safe conscience persuade your children, your rela- 
tions. all who are dear to you, so far as your influence reaches, to copy 
your example. If you can be completely at ease, while there is one of 
them in another communion, is it no proof that you blame yourself for 
what you have done? Do you sincerely wish them to succeed in your 
place, when you are numbered with the dead?’ Or would you enter- 
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tain a secret grudge in your own mind, were you conscious they were 
guided by the same motives which directed your ¢ heice Were your 
parent to rise out of the dust, are you In | ossession of arguments to 
persuade him, that he did not train you up in the way in which you 
should go; that be did not direct you to the purest Communion, nor en- 
deavor to enlist you among the most eminent followers of the Lamb? 
Whether would he or you be first put to the blush?) You must one day 
meet, when this will come under the most solemn review, when no evi- 
dence can be admitted in favor of either party, thatis not brought from 
the lew and the testimony! Cuan this, or any similar step be taken, in 
the face of the word and of conscience! Do both, when fairly con- 
sulted, say you are wrong? Learn from the word in what vou have 
erred; take the re proof of conscience, while it can be of benefit. Fol- 
low its admonitions, in so faras itis well informed. Jf in this mate 
ter you try to sear it as with a hot iren, you do what vou can tu lav it 
fast asleep in other respects; and who can tell how lone it may be, ere 
it act the part of a faithful monitor? During its slunber you may have 
made much greater progress in-apostacy than you now think of: and it 
may awaken to tear vou in pieces, when there shall be none to deliver. 
You may find it too late to retrace your steps, when it may tell yu, 
that what you now deem matters of doubtful disputation, or at lount 
truths of very inferior consideration, rank among the great things of 
God, in the faith and practice of which we should be faithful anto 
death, that we may obtain the crown of life. Still you may urge, “It 
is but a small change, the shades of difference are so imperceptible, 
that it can b: a matter of very small moment whether I worship with 
the one or the ether; besides, 1 will change no more.” Mauy well- 
informed christians, however, reckon the change great, however small 
it may appear to you. Your former profession said it was greater than 
vou should go into. Minds enlightened in the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus can discern a great difference. It is promising too much, when 
you say you will change no more. Can the waxing flood coutine itself 
to the small opening through which the first drops made their way ? 
Can the stone arrest its progress down the tremendous precipice? Who 
shall promise that the mound shall not be swept clean away, and that 
the stone shall not be dashed in pieces by its increasing velocity!  Be- 
ing persuaded of this perhaps in part, vou may have a wish to return. 
If this wish be the fruit of real conviction that the step you have made 
is false, cherish it. You cannot, however, brook the idea of so — 
instability. You cannot return without tacitly acknowledging that it 
was anerror. If you have been ensnared, the sooner you esc ie the 
better. Have you been led away by false lights, the sooner you epen 
your eves on ihe true, that cannot mislead, you are in the greater safe- 
tv. Itisthe , yiory of a man to confess his faults both to God and to 
men. ‘Centess your faults one to another. You are habituated to 
this exercise, if you be not a stranger to the exercise of the true peni- 
tent. Before, therefore, you take your final resolution, be intreated to 
pause, and seriously, as in the sight of God, review the confession 
which you witne ‘ssed before many witnesses. If in every article, either 
taken by itself, or in connection with the whole, you find it right, vou 
ean with no safety recede from it. ‘* Remember, therefore,” saith 
Christ, “how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. 
It therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee asa thief. He Id 
that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. Thus saith the 
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Lord, stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is 
the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls; 
but they said, we will not walk therein. Also, | set watehmen over 
you, saying hearken to the sound of the trumpet; but they said, We 
wiil vot bearken.”” ‘To such the Lord saith, *'To what purpose com- 
eth there to me incense from Sheba? and the sweet cane from a far 
country? Your burnt offerings are not acceptable, nor your sacrifices 
sweet unto me.” If what I have said have no influence, let the argu- 
ments of the Spirit of Gud have their due weight upon your heart. 
July, 1800. I am, yours, &c. 





Art. III. Precious Remedies against Satan’s Devices. 


(Continued from page 86.) 


Cuapter I].—The second device that Satan hath to draw souls from 
holy duties, und keep them from religious services, is, By presenting to 
them the danger, losses, and sufferings that attend the perfurmance of 
such religious services. By this device Satan kept those that believed 
on Christ, from confessing him, in John xii. 42. * Nevertheless among 
the chief rulers also, many believed on him; but because of the Phari- 
sees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the syna- 
gogue.’ 1 would walk in all the ways of God, and give up myself to 
the strictest way of holiness; but | am afraid dangers and losses will 
attend me on the one hand, and likely many sufferings on the other, 
saith many a man. Oh! how should we set ourselves against this 
temptation and device of Satan. Now the remedies against this device 
of Satan, are these that follow : 

Remedy 1. Against this device of Satan, consider, that all the trou- 
bles and afflictions that you meet with in a way of righteousness, shall 
never hurt nor harm you. ‘ And who is he that shall harm you, if you 
be followers of that which is good ?’* saith the apostle, i. e. ‘ none shall 
harm you. Natural conscience cannot but do homage to the image of 
God, stamped upon the natures, words, works, and lives of the godly ; 
ns we may see in the carriage of Nebuchadnezzar and Darius towards 
Daniel. All afflictions and troubles which attend men in a way of 
righteousness, can never rob them of their treasure, their jewels ; they 
may rob them of some outward things, but their treasures are the pre- 
sence and favor of God, union and communion with God, pardon of sin, 
joy of the Spirit, peace of conscience ; these are jewels none can give 
hut Christ, nor can any take away but he. Now, why should a gra- 
cious soul keep from a way of holiness, because of afflictions ? when no 
afflictions can strip him of his heavenly jewels, his holy ornaments, nor 
rob him of his safety here, nor his happiness and glory hereafter.t— 
Why should thet man be afraid, or troubled for storms at sea, whose 
treasures are sure in a friend’s hand upon land?) Why, a believer's 
treasure is always safe in the hands of Christ; his life, his soul, his 





* ** No body is properly hurt but by himself,’’ and his own fault. 
t Gordivs, that blessed martyr, accounted it no loss to him to suffer many kinds of tor- 


tures; he saith, tortures are but tradings with God for glory. ‘The greater the combat is, 
the greater is the following reward. 
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grace, his comfort, and his crown, are all safe in the hand of Christ.* 
“| know him in whom I have believed, and that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto him, until that day,’ saith the apostle.— 
The child’s most precious things are most secure in his father's hands, 
so are our souls, graces, and comforts, safe in the hand of Christ. 

Rem. 2. Consider, that other precious saints, who were shining lights 
on earth, and are now triumphing in heaven, held on in religious ser- 
vices, notwithstanding all the troubles and dangers that surrounded 
them.+ Nehemiah and Ezra were surrounded with dangers on the left 
hand and on the right, and yet in the face of ali they hold on building 
the temple, and the wall of Jerusalem: so Daniel, and those precious 
worthies, Ps. xliv. under the want of outward encouragements, and in 
the face of a world of very great discouragements, their souls clave to 
God and his ways ‘ though they were sore bruken in the place of ara- 
gons, and covered with the shadow of death; yea, though they were 
all the day long counted as sheep for the slaughter, yet their hearts 
were not turned back, neither did their steps decline from his ways.’ 
Though bonds and imprisonments attended Paul, and the rest of the 
apostles, in every place, yet tacy held on in the work and service of the 
Lord ; and why then should you degenerate from their holy examples, 
which is your duty, and your glory to follow. 

Rem. 3. Consider further, that all the troubles and dangers that at- 
tend the performance of holy duties, and heavenly services, are but 
temporal and momentary; but the neglect of them may lay thee open 
to all temporal, spiritual, and eternal dangers. * How shall we escape 
if we neglect so great salvation?” He saith not, if we reject or re- 
nounce so great salvation! No; but ‘if we neglect or shift off so great 
salvation, how shall we escape} That is, we cannot by any means, 
or device, iu the world, escape? Divine justice will be above us, in 
spite of our very souls. ‘The performing of religious services, may lay 
you open to the frowus of men, but the neglect of them will lay you 
open to the frowns of God; the doing of them may render you con- 
temptible in the eyes of men, but the neglect of them may render you 
contemptible in the eyes of Gud; the doing of them may be the loss of 
thy estate, but the neglect of them may be the loss of God, Christ, hea- 
ven, and thy soul, for ever; the doiag of them may deprive thee of 
some outward, temporal enjoyments, the neglect of them may shut thee 
out from that excellent matchless glory, ‘that eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither hath it entered ito the heart of men.’§ Remember, 
there is no man that breathes, but shall suffer more by neglecting those 
holy and heaveuly services that God commands, cominends and re- 
wards, than he can possibiy lose by doing of them. 

Rem. 4. Consider also, that God knows how to deliver from troubles, 
by troubles; from afilictions, by affliction: from dangers, by dangers. 


* That was a notable speech of Luther, *‘ Let him that ded for my soul, see to the sal- 
vation of it.”’ 

+ Will. Flower (-nartyr) said, ‘* That heaven should as soon fall, as he would frrsake 
his profession, or depart im the least degree tron it.”” So Santus, being under as great tur- 
ment as ever was read of, cried out, ‘* 1 ama Christian.’’ No tornent could compel tun to 
decline the service of God. I might produce a cloud of witnesses ; but if tnese du not ani- 
mate you to be neble and brave, t am atraid more wiil not. 

¢ Disregard, not care tor it. 

§ Francis Xavorias counselled John the third, king of Portugal, to meditate every day a 
qiarter of an hour upon that text, ‘* What shall it profit a man to gain the whoie world, 
and lose his soul ?’’ 
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God by small troubles and afflictions, doth oftentimes deliver his people 
from great ones so that they shall say, ‘We had perished, if we had 
not perishe ‘dd; we had been undone, if we had not been undone.’ God 
will so ordee the afflictions that befall you in a way of righteousness, 
that your souls shall say, we would not for all the world, but have met 
with such troubles and afflictions ; for surcly, had not these befallen us, 
it might have been much worse with us. Oh! the carnal securily, 
pride, formality. lukewarmness, censoriousness, and earthly-mindedness, 
that God hath cured us of, by the troubles and da:.gers that we have 
met with, in the ways and services of the Lord. 

I remember a story of a godly man, that as he was going to take ship 
for France, he broke his leg; and it pleased Providence so to order it, 
that the ship ne would have gone in, in that very voyage was cast 
away, and not aman saved.* So the Lord many times breaks our 
bones, bat it isin order to the saving of our lives, and our souls for ever ; 
he gives us a potion that makes us heart-sick, but it is in order to the 
making us perfectly well. Therefore, let no danger nor misery hinder 
thee frown thy duty. 

Rem. 5. Consider lastly, that you shall gain more in the service of 
God, and by walking in righteousne ‘ss and holy ways, though troubles 
and afflictions attend you, than yeu can possil ly sufler or lose, by be- 
ing found in the service of God. * Godliness is great gain.’ Oh! the 
joy, peace, comfort, and rest, that saints meet with in the ways and 
service of God. They find that re Hligious services are not empty things, 
but things in which God is pleased to discover his beauty and glory “to 
their souls.t * My soul thirsts for God,’ saith David, ‘that | might see 
thy beauty, and thy glory, as | have seen thee in thy sanctuary.’ Oh! 
the pleasant looks, words, an hints, the comfortable influences, and 
sweet love-letters, that gracious souls have from heaven, when they 
wait upon God in holy and heavenly services, the least of which will 
darken and eclipse all the glory of this world, and richly recompense 
the soul for all the troubles, afflictions. and dangers that have attended 
it in the service of God. O the saints can say eres all their troubles 
and afflictions, that they have meat to eat, and drink to drink, that the 
world knows not of: that they have such incomes, refreshments, and 
warmings, &e. that they would not exchange for all the honors, riches, 
and dangers, of this world. Ah! let but a Christian compare his exter- 
nal losses, with his spiritual, internal, and eternal gain, and he shall 
find, that for every penny that he loses in the service of God, he gains 
a pound ; and for every pound that he loses, he gains a hundred ; for 
every hundred lost, he gains a thousand; we lose pins in his service, 
and find pearls ;f we lose the favor of the creature. and peate with the 
creature, snd it may be the comforts and conteuts of the creature ; but 
we have the favor of God, peace with conscience, and the comforis and 
contents of a better life. Ah! did the men of this world know the 
sweets that saints enjoy in afflictions they would rather choose Ma- 
nassah’s iron chain, than his golden crown; they would rather be Paul 


* Anaxagoras. ‘ Had not these things perished, | could not have been safe,"’ said this 
plilosopher, when he saw great po-sessions that he had lest, 


t Pertul, i his book to the martyrs, bath an apt saying, “ That's right and good mer- 


chandiz , when so ething is parted withto gan more.”’ He appleth it to their sufferings, 
wherein though the flesh lost something, yet the spirit got much more. 

t When the noble general Zedislaus had lost his hand in the wars of the king of Poland, 
the king sent hima golden hand for it. What we lose in Christ's service he will make up, 
by giving in some golden mercies. 
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a prisoner, than Paul caught up to the third heaven. For light afflic- 
tions, they shall have a weight of glory ; for a few afflictions they shall 
have those joys, pleasures, and comforts, that are as the stars of hea- 
ven, or as the sands of the sea, that cannot be numbered; for momen- 
tary afflictions,* they shall have an eternal crown of glory. ‘It is but 
winking, and thou shalt be in heaven presently,’ said the martyr. Oh! 
therefore, let not afflictions nor troubles induce thee to shun the ways 
of God, nor to quit that service that ought to be dearer to thee than a 
world, yea than thy very life, &c. 


Cuaprer IIl.—The third Device that Satan hath to hinder souls from 
holy and heavenly services, and religious performances, is, By present- 
ing to the soul the difficuity of performing them; saith Satan, it is a 
hard and difficult thing to pray spiritually, and wait on God constantly, 
and walk with God closely. and to be as lively, warm, and active in 
the communion of saints, as thou shouldest; it were better ten thousand 
times to neglect these duties, than to meddle with them; and doubtless 
by this device Satan keeps off thousands from waiting upon God, and 
giving him that service which is due to his nume. Now the remedies 
against this device of Satan are these : 

Remedy 1. Against this device of Satan, dwell more upon the neces- 
sity of the service and duty, than on the difficulty that attends it; you 
should reason thus with your souls, ‘oh! our souls, though these ser- 
vices sre hard and diffical’, yet are they not exceedingly necessary for 
the honor of God, and the keeping up his name in the world; for the 
subduing of sin, and the strengthening of weak graces ; for the reviving 
languishing contorts, and for the keeping clear and bright your blessed 
evidences; for the scattering of your fears, and for the raising of your 
hopes ; for the gladdening the hearts of the righteous, and stopping the 
mouths of unrighteous souls, who are ready to take all advantages 
to blaspheme the name of God, and throw dirt and contempt on his peo- 
ple and ways?) On! never leave thinking on the necessity of these du- 
ties, till your souls are lifted up far above all the difficulties that attend 
them.’ 

Rem. 2. Solemnly consider, that the Lord Jesus will make his ser- 
vices easy to you, by the sweet discovery of himself to your souls, 
whilst you arz in his service. ‘Thou mectest him that rejoiceth and 
worketh righteousness, those that remember thee in thy ways,’ as the 
Prophet Isaiah saith.t If meeting with God, who is goodness itself, 
sweetness itself, beauty itself, strength itself, glory itself, will not sweet- 
en his service to thy soul, nothing in heaven or earth will. 

Jacob’s meeting with, and enjoying of Rachel made his hard service 
easy and delightful to him; and will not the enjoyment of God, and 
meeting with God, render his service to the soul much more easy and 
delightful? Doubtless it will. ‘The Lord will give that sweet assist- 
ance by his Spirit aud grace, as shall make his service joyous, and not 
grievous; a delight, and not a burden; a little heaven to believing 





* Though the cross be bitter, yet it is but short; a little storm, as one said of Julian's 
persecution, and an eternal calm follows. 

+ Most take the word here, to meet a soul with those bowels of love and tenderness, as 
the father of the prodigal met the prodigal with. God is ‘ the Father of compassion,’ he 
is all bowels ; he is as swilt to show mercy, as he is slow to anger. 
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souls. The confidence of this Divine assistance raised up Nehemiah’s 
spirit far above all those difficulties and discouragements that attended 
him in the work of the Lord,* as you may see in Neh. ii. 19,20. + But 
when Sa ballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ainmonite, and 
Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, and despised 
us, and said, What is this thing that ye do, will ye rebel against the 
king ? Then answered | them, and said unto them, ‘The God of heaven 
he will prosper us, therefore we his servants will arise and build: but 
you have no right, nor portion, nor memorial in Jerusalem.’ Ah souls! 
while you are in the very service of the Lord, you will find by expe- 
rience, that the God of heaven will prosper, encourage and strengthen 
you, and carry you through the hardest service, with the greatest cheer- 
fulness that can be. Remember this, that God will suit your strength 
to your work, and in the hardest service you shall have the greatest 
assistance, 

Rem. 3. Dwell upon the hard and difficult things that the Lord Jesus 
Christ hath past through for your temporal, spiritual, and eternal good. 
Ah! whata sea of blood, wrath, sin, sorrow and misery, did the Lord 
Jesus go through, for your internal, and eternal good !t Christ did 
not plead, this cross is too heavy for me te bear, this wrath is too great 
for me to he under, this cup, (which hath in it all the ingredients of 
Divine displeasure) is too bitter fur me to drink, even tu the very dregs 
of it! No, Christ pleads not the difficulty of the service, but resolutely 
aud bravely goes through all, as the Prophet fsaiah shews, ‘'The Lord 
God hath opened my ear, and I was uot rebellious, neither turned away 
back, | gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair; I hid not my face from shame and spitting.” Christ 
shrinks not from his Father’s wrath, the burthen of your sins, the ma- 
lice of Satan, and the rage of the world; but cheerfully aud triumphant- 
ly passes through all. Ah souls! if this consideration will not raise 
vou above all the discouragements you meet with, to own Christ and 
his service, and to cleave to them both, | am afraid nothing will.t A 
soul that is not lifted up by this, to be resolute and brave in the service 
of God, notwithstanding all dangers and difficulties, is a soul left of God 
to much blindness and hardness. 

Rem. 4. Consider, that religious duties, holy and heavenly exercises, 
are ouly difficult to the ignoble part of a saint; they are not to the 
noble and better part, the soul, and renewed affections of a saint :§ holy 
exercises are a heavenly pleasure and recreation, as the apostle speaks, 
‘I delight in the law of God, after the inward man: with my mind I 
serve the Law of God.” ‘To the noble part of a saint, ‘Christ’s yoke is 
easy, and his burden is light;’ all the commands and ways of Christ, 
(even those that tend to the pulling out right eyes, and cutting off right 
hands) are joyous, and not grievous; all the ways and services of Christ 


* Luther spake excellently to Metancthon, who was apt to be discouraged with doubts 
and difficulties, and fear from foes, and to ease the service they had undertaken. ‘If the 
work be not good, why did we ever own it? If it be good, why should we ever decline it 7 
Why, (saith he) shouid we fear the conquered world, that have Christ the conqueror on 
our side ?”’ Js. xl. ult. 

t *Jtis not fit, since the head was crowned with thorns, that the members should be 
crowned with rose buds, saith Zanch,”’ 

t Godtrey of Balwen. first king of Jerusalem, refused to be crowned with a crown of 
guilt, saying, ** lt became not a Christian there to wear a crown of gold, where Christ for 
our salvution Wore a crown of thorns.”’ 


§ As every flower hath its sweet savour, so every good duty carries meat in the mouth, 
and comfort in the performance of it. 
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are pleasantness (in the abstract) to the better part of a saint. A saint, 
su far as Le is renewed, is always best when he sees and tastes most of 
God, when he is highest in the enjoyments of God, and most warm and 
lively in his service. Ob! saith the saint, that it might be always 
thus: Ob! that my strength were the strength of stones, and my flesh 
as brass, that my worse part might be more serviceable to my noble 
part, that | might act by an unwearied power in that service, that is a 
pleasure, a Paradise to me. 

Rem. 5. Solemnly consider, the great reward and glorious recom- 
pense that attend those who cleave to the service of the Lord, in the 
face of all difficulties and discouragements ; though the work be hard, 
yet the reward is great: heaven will make amends for all: yes, one 
hour in heaven, will abundantly recompense you for cleaving to the 
Lord and his ways, in the fa‘e of all difficulties.* This carried the 
apostle through the greatest difficulties: * He had an eye to the recom- 
pense of reward ; he looked for a house that had fonndations, whose 
builder and maker is God, and for a heavenly country, vea, this bore 
up the spirit of Christ, in the face of all difficulties and discouragemeuts. 
‘Looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of faith, who for the joy 
that was set before him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
set down at the right hand of the throne of God.’ 

Christians that would bold on in the service of the Lord, must look 
more upon the crown, than the cross; more upon their future glory, 
than their present misery ; more upon their encouragements, than their 
discouragements. God’s very service is wages; his ways are strewed 
with roses, and paved with joy that is unspeakable and full of glory ; 
and with peace that passeth understanding. Some degree of comfort 
follows every good action; as heat accompanies fires, and as beams 
and influences issue from the sun. * Moreover, by them is thy servant 
warned, and in keeping of them there is great reward ;’ not for keep- 
ing, but in keeping of them, there is great reward; the joy, the re- 
freshing, the comforts, the contents, the smiles, the incomes that saints 
now enjoy in the ways of God, are so precious and glorious in their 
eyes, that they would not exchange them for ten thousand worlds.— 
Ah! if the vails be thus sweet and glorious before pay-day come, what 
will be that glory that Christ will crown his saints with, for cleaving to 
his service in the face of all difficulties: when he shall say to his Fa- 
ther, ‘Lo, here am I, and the children which thou hast given me! If 
there be so much to be had in a wilderness, what then shall be had in 
Paradise, &c. ? 


(To be Continued. ) 


‘Art. IV. Abbreviated Creeds. 


The New School Gen. Assembly sufficiently show the Elective Affi- 
ailies by which they are drawn together and governed in the adoption 
of the following Report : 

“The committee on abbreviated creeds reported: That there have 





* Busil speaks of some martyrs that were cast out all night naked, in a cold frosty time, 
and were to be burned the next day, how they comforted themselves in this manner, the 


winter is sharp, but Paradise is sweet; here we shiver for cold, but the bosom of Abra- 
ham will make amends for all. 
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been put into their hands printed or written formularies of abbreviated 
creeds, from the following Presbyteries, as approved by them and re- 
commended to the churches under their care, viz: Geneva, Buffalo, 
Cleveland, St. Joseph, Monroe, Ottawa, Peoria, and the Northern As- 
sociated Presbytery. Also from individual churches within the Pres- 
byteries of Wilmington, Montrose, Columbia, and Maumee. The 
commissioners from Crawfordsville, Marion, Union, Holston, and French 
Board Presbyteries have informed the committee that there are no creeds 
other than the Bible and the Confession of Faith in use in the churches 
within their bounds. ‘These Presbvteries and churches, be it observed, 
are from widely distinct portions of the Presbyterian church. But still 
the number of Prosbyteries that have reported upon this subject and 
the number of these creeds received by the committee is obviously too 
snall, for the committee or the Assembly to form any intelligent: or 
jast judgment in regard to the character of such formularies as may be 
lv Use in the great majority of the churches that employ them in admis- 
siou of members. Your committee however, after a careful examina 
tion of all the documents put into their bands touching this subject, 
have come to the following results, viz: 

“Ist. ‘That, agreeably to the import of these abbreviated creeds, they 
are short summaries of the leading or more importaut doctrines of the 
word of God and the Confession of Faith of the Presbyterian Charch 
in the United States of America. 

“2.1. That these abbreviated creeds or summaries, as far as they go 
in the statement of doctrines, notwithstanding slight and unessential 
discrepancies in the terms nsed, are none of them at variance with the 
system of doctrine taught in the Confession of Faith. Aud although, 
in a few cases, they are not as full and explicit as might be desired, yet 
they are but summaries, and like the Confession of Faith itself, to be 
more fully explained and enlarged upon in the whole course of scriptu- 
ral instruction in doctrine and practice. 

* The committee therefore recommend the following resolutions for 
the adoption of the Assembly, to be sent down to al! the Presby- 
teries. 

‘Resolved, 1. That from ap examination of several abbreviated 
creeds or forms of confession from distinct and widely scattered por- 
tions of the church, being all that have been sent up, the General As- 
sembly discover no cause thus far of complaint, alarm or suspicion in 
regard to the use of these formularies in our churches. 

“2. That it be earnestly recommended to all the Presbyteries, to 
collect and send up by their commissioners to the next General Assem- 
bly, copies of all the abbreviated creeds or Confessions of Faith in use 
by the churches under their care, that a more full and complete report 
may be had upon this subject. 

“3. That it be and hereby is recommended to all the Presbyteries, to 
take special pains to have the book containing the Confession of Faith 
and Form of Government of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America more generally circulated among the churches under 
their care.” 

“Some discussion arose on this report, in which Messrs. Waterbury 
and Vaudeman, Judge Darl:ng, Mr. Frost and others participated. The 
ouly point of difference of opinion was in regard to the best method of 
carrying into more complete effect the object aimed at in the resvlution 
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of the last Assembly. A unanimous feeling seemed to prevail, that the 
disclosures so far made were most gratuity ing to all who love Zion and 
* hope all things” for her.” 





Art. V. ct of the General Assembly (Orthodox) in relation to the 
further Reformation of the Presbyterian Church. 

Report of the committ2 on the state of the church, as adopted May 
30th, 1838 :—The church, led and supported by the God of Zion, has, 
within the last few years, commenced a great reform. which had bee ome 
indispensable to its very existence, as organized on the principles of the 
doctrine and order of its own constitution. The General Asse rmbly of 
1837, carried forward this reform, in several measures of great and 
momentous importance, for the details of which we refer to its records. 
The voice of the church uttered ina multitude of forms, and especially 
by the commissioners to the present General Assembly, is cle arly and 
decisive ly in favor of consumm: iting the reform thus auspic iousiy com- 
menced. Buta portion of the Miaisters and Ruiing Elders, sent to this 
Assembly, forgetting or violating, as we apprehend, their duty to God 
and to the church, and choosing to depart from us, have, in connexion 
with other persons not in the conmurion of our church, constituted a new 
ecclesiastical organization, which they improperly and unjustly assume 
to call the true General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America. ‘To meet the present crisis at once, with 
the temper and spirit becoming our high vocation, and to preserve in it 
and carry safely through it, the church committed in so great a degree 
to our guidance, in times of so much triat_ and disorder, the three fol- 
lowing acts are now ordained and established by the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America. 

Act IL. 

Sect. I. That in the present state of the church, all the Presbyteries 
in our connexion ought to take order, and are hereby enjoined to take 
such order as is consistent with this minute, for the general reform and 
pacification of the church, and they are directed so to do, sometime be- 
tween the dissolution of the present General Assembly, and the fall 
meetings of the Synods; either at stated or at pro re nata meetings of 
the Presbyteries, as shall seem most advisable to them respective ly. 
Aud those Pre sbylteries whose commissioners to this Assembly have 
united with others in the formation of another Assembly, in the presence 
of this, and with tumult and violence in open contempt of it: or who 
have advised the formation of said body, or adhered to, or attended it, 
as members thereof, after its formation :—or who, without taking any 
part therein, have, after its formation, renounced, or refused to rec og- 
\ize this true and only General Assembly of the Presbyterian C hureh 
in the United States of America, are hereby required {o take proper 
order in regard to their said commissioners. 

Sect. II. In case the majority of any Presbytery whose commission- 
ers have acted as aforesaid, shall take proper order touching their con- 
duct in the premises, and are willing upon the basis of the Assemblies 
of 1837 and 1838, to adhere to the Presbyterian Church in the United 
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States—then, and in that case, the acts of their said commissioners, in 
advising, creating, or uniting with said secession, or in refusing to at- 
tend on this Assembly, as the case may be. shall not prejudice the 
rights or interests, or affect the integrity of said Presbytery, or its 
union with the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, 
as an integral portion thereof, 

Sect. IIL. In case the majority of any Presbytery shall refuse or ne- 
glect to take proper order in regard to its seceding commissioners, or 
shall approve their conduct, or adhere to the new sect they have crea- 
ted, or shall decline or fail to adhere to the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America, upon the said basis of 1837 and 1838, for 
reform of the church—then, and in that case, the minority of said 
Presbytery shall be held and considered to be tne true Preshy- 
tery; and shall continue the succession of the Presbytery by 
its name and style, and from the rendition of the erroneous and schis- 
matical decision, which is the test in the case, be the Presbytery; and 
it sufficiently numerous to perform Presbyterial acts, shall go forward 
with all the proper acts and functions of the Presbytery. 

Sect. [V. In case the minority of any Presbytery should be too 
snall to consti ute a Presbytery, and perform Presbyterial acts, said 
minority shall still remain unattached in its existing state, until the next 
subsequent meeting of the Synod to which it properly belongs, which 
will then take order on the subject. Otherwise, there is a possibility 
that several Synods might be unable to constitute, if majorities of part 
of their Presbyteries should adhere to the secession, and the minorities 
attich themselves to other Presbyteries, or several unite into one, be- 
fore the Synods meet. 

Sect. V. The principles of this act shall be appled to churches, with 
their majorities and minorities—and to church sessions, as far as they 
are applicable. And the Presbyteries are hereby required so to exer- 
cise their watch aud care, that, as far as possible, all the churches may 
be preserved: and where unhappily this cannot be done, then that the 
minorities in the sessions and churches shall be cared for, and dealt with 
on the general principles now laid down. 

The Assembly is fully sensible that in divided Presbyteries and 
churches, every thing depends, under God, upon the promptitude, firm- 
ness, wisdom, and moderation of the friends of Christ, in this great 
crisis. ln this conviction, the whole of that part of the subject which 
relates to churches and private christians, is especially commended to 
the christian zeal, prudence, and fidelity of the Presbyteries and 
church sessions. In regard to the temporal interests of the churches, 
and the difficulties which may arise on their account, the Assembly ad- 
vise that, on the one hend, great liberality and generosity should mark 
the whole conduct of our people, and especially in cases where our 
majorities in the churches are very large, or our minorities are very 
small: while on the other hand, it would advise, that providential ad- 
Vaulages aud Muportaut riglls, ougut not, in any case, to be lightly 
thrown away. 

Sect. VI. It is enjoined on the Synods to"take order on this subject 
—to see that the principles here laid down are duly enforced—to take 
care that the Presbyteries act as truth and duty require in the premises 
—to make such needful modifications in the Presbyteries as their alter- 
ed circumstances may require—and to promote, by all proper means, 
the speedy pacification ot the churches, by delivering and saving them 
from the leaven of heresy, disorder and schism, which having s° 'ong 
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worked among them, is at length ready, by God’s mercy, to be purged 
away. 

Sect. VIL. The Synods in all cases shall be considered lawfully con- 
stituted ouly when formed by or out of those Presbyteries recoguized 
as true Presbyteries by this Assembly, according to the true tenor and 
intent of this act. 


Art. VI. Reformed Presbyterian Synod in Ireland. 


We have lately received several numbers of the Covenanter, a 
very interesting Periodical, published in Belfast, Ireland; from which 
we extract the following : 

At the last Annual Meeting of the Reformed Presbyterian Synod in 
Ireland, an adjourned meeting was appointed for disposing of unfinish- 
ed business. ‘This meeting was held at Cullybackey, on ‘Tuesday, 10th 
October, [1837.] and subsequent days. At twelve o'clock on Tuesday 
the Synod met, and was constituted by the Moderator, th: Rev. Samu- 
EL Cariite, with prayer. There was a good attendance of ministers 
and elders. The first subject in the unfinished business was a petition 
from the congregation in Linen-Hail street, under the care of Rev. 
John Alexander, Belfast. The first part of this petition, relating tv the 
fourth term of Communion, had been disposed of by the decision of 
Synod at Moneymore : the two remaining parts contained requests— 
1. That in one of the questions of the Formula, proposed to Licen- 
tiates for ordination, instead of requiring the approval of all the Acts 
of Assembly, from 1638 to 1649, the statement should be as in the 
Scottish Formula, “the Acts confirming Reformation ;’ and 2. That 
the Synod should direct petitioners whether the 23d and 31st chapters 
of the Westminster Confession are to be received according to the 
words of the Confession, or according to limitations mentioned in the 
Act of Assembly of 1647. A discussion ensued, relative to the expres- 
sion of the petition, and to the objects which it contemplated. It was 
shown that in both items, the petition was chargeable with inaccuracy. 
The petitioners appeared not to have been acquainted with the Scotch 
Formula, as, after some inquiry, the expression in the question was as- 
certained to be the Acts “ratifying and approving the Reformation.” 
It was, moreover shown, that the Act of 1647 makes no mention what- 
ever of the 23d chapter of the Westminster Confession, but only of a 
single article of the 31st chapter, which it limits; and that, conse- 
quently, when we adopt the Confession, the 28d chapter is to be taken 
as it is, in the plain and obvious sense of the words. After some dis- 
cussion, a motion Was unanimously agreed to, which had been proposed 
by Mr. Dick, and seconded by Mr. Fullerton—That a committee be ap- 
pointed to revise the phraseology of our Formulas, proposed to minis- 
ters and elders at ordination ; and the understanding of Synod was de- 
clared by the Moderator to be the Acts confirming and approving of 
the Reformation. The committee was afterwards named to consist of 
Messrs. Stavely, Ewing, Hawthorne, and Dr. Paul—Mr. Stavely, 
Convener. We regard the course adopted by the Synod, in this case, 
as proper and judicious, since experience justifies the remark, that 
changes, however slight, in ecclesiastical documents, which have been 
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long in established use, should be made after due deliberation. To act 
precipitately in a matter of this kind, affords occasion for suspicion, and 
may lead to dissatisfaction and schism. Every needful improvement 
should be adopted ; but when it is known that, in other sections of the 
church, organic changes have been eflected by means of changes in 
testimonies and formulas, we think it wise to act with much caution. In 
the present instance, while we freely admit that the chan;:e in the ques- 
tion of the formula is of litthe consequence, if the terms are rightly un- 
derstood, we think good may be accomplished by the labors of the 
committee. 

On Wednesday, the second day. the Synod was opened at 10 0’clock, 
several additional members, ministers, and elders, having come forward 
since the preceding day. ‘The next item of unfinished business which 
occupied (he attention of the court, referred to a decision of the Synod 
last vear, upon a memorial from the congregation of Kuockbracken., 
From the minutes of Synod of 1836, the object of the Memorial, and 
the Synod’s procedure thereon, may be fully seen. ‘The memorialists 
had expressed deep concern to witness, In some quarters, principles 
avewed, which appear to be opposed to the great doctrine of a national 
establishment of the true religion, and which have a teudency to draw 
the members of the church iuto an approval of the men and measures 
of the present civil administration im these lands. They had, also, 
“greatly lamented the prevalence of a report, that ministers of the 
Relormed Presbyterian Church should of late have joined hands with 
those who impugn the doctrine of a National establishment of christi- 
anity—and, moreover, ministers of the church have been publicly de- 
clared to be engazed in conducting publications, in which portions of 
our Westminster standards are directly denied or turned into ridicule— 
in Which sanction is given to gross libels on the standards and practice 
of the Reformed Church, and the article of a National establishment of 
true religion is opposed. For these reasons, ‘ Memorialists earnestly 
request Synod to make a Public Declaration to the church, and to the 
world, of the doctrine of the church respecting the duty of nations aud 
civil rulers, to whom the light of divine revelation comes, authoritative- 
ly, to establish the true religion, and to protect and support the church 
of Christ.” In relation to this Memorial, the Synod, on the motion of 
Mr. Hick, seconded by Mr. Smyth, hed agreed—* that our religious 
profession ad ordination vows imperatively demand of us, in the pre- 
sent circumstances of the church, a distinct and solemn declaration, 
that while we decidedly disapprove of existing civil and ecclesiastical 
establishments in these lands, we cannot make common cause with any 
of the political parties of the day, or with such as deny and oppose the 
principle of a National establishment of the religion of Jesus Christ. 
‘That we refer this petition to a committee of Synod, with an express 
injunction to endeavor to have in readiness a matured report upon the 
subjects to which it relates; and that we aflectionately beseech and 
warn all members of this church to abstain from all acts coutrary to the 
spirit of the foregoing Declaration.” This motion had been agreed to 
with much cordiality by the Synod, and a committee appointed in terms 
of it, Drs. Paul and Henry, and Messrs. Alexander and C. Houston, 
with their elders, alone having dissented and assigned reasons. 

Mr. Dick, the convener of the committee. now presented a Declara- 
tion in accordance with the motion which was read by the clerk. As 
this Declaration, with the Synod’s corrections, is given in another part 
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of the periodical for this month, we are saved the necessity of insert- 
ing here any outline of the matters contained in it.*  Afterit was read, 
it was moved by Mr. Ewing, and seconded by Mr. Gibson, that the 
Declaration be now received for consideration. A’ discussion took 
place on this proposal, which was continued during the whole of the 
forenoon session of the Synod, this day. Drs. Henrv and Paul, with 
Messrs. Alexander and C. Houston, otfered various objections against 
the Synod entering upon the consideration of the Declaration ; such as 
that time was requisite to deliberate on a subject of such grave im- 
portance ; that several aged members of Synod were not present, and, 
after the matter was under discussion for some hours, it was alleged, 
that other papers, which had passed the Committee of Bills at the late 
meeting in Moneymore, should have been taken up before the Declara- 
tion. Dr. Henry proposed,—* That the Declaration should be sent to 
the sessions of the different congregations in connexion with the church, 
for their consideration.” ‘This was the view which those who joined 
with him in opposing the consideration of the document by the Synod, 
wished adopted, and in support of which they resorted to a variety of 
modes of reasoning. In opposition te these views, and in favor of the 
Synod considering the Declaration at present, it was shown by several 
members, that the Synod must generally have expected a document of 
this kind, since, in 1836, a committee had been appvinted, with an ex- 
press injunction to have a Declaration, on the subjects to which the pe- 
tition referred, in readiness at the Jast Synod in) Moneymore; and, 
moreover, that owing to the discussions that had recently been g@ ing 
on inthe church, the members of Synod generally must be familiar 
with these subjects; that as the expectation had been excited through- 
out the church, that, at the present mecting, there would be fall discus- 
siun on the topics embodied in the Declaration; and as members had 
collected from various quarters to be present at such a discussion, this 
would be a most favorable opportunity ;—that obviously, it would be 
better to discuss the subject in dispute on a paper which exhibited ge- 
neral principles, that personalities might be avoided—and that memori- 
als which were on the Synod’s table could be easily disposed of, if the 
members had come to an agreement on the Declaration. An elder 
(W. Gibson,) justly remarked, that it would be unreasonable to defer 
the consideration of the document, because some members of court 
were not present, since it could not be expected that the business of 
Svnod would be delayed because some few members absented them- 
selves. It was likewise shown, that the Declaration properly took the 
precedence of all the other unfinished business, since the matter on 
which it was founded had not only been before the Synod at Money- 
more, this year, but that it had aso been noticed in the Svnod’s pro- 
ceedings of 1836—and that it was contrary to all order, after the court 
had agreed to take up a subject, and had actually taken it up, as in this 
instance, then to stop short on the pretence that it was disorderly to 
enter upon the matter at all. And in favor of then considering the 
Declaration, it was argued. from a reference to the procedure of eccle- 
siastical courts, that the only proper course, after receiving such a payer, 
was to take it under consideration ; and that it was contrary to all pre- 
cedent, and tending to manifest confusion, to send it down at once to 
sessions and congregations without any consideration. 


* This Declaration may be given in a future number of the Monitur.—Ed. Rel. Mon. 
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It was moved by William Gibson, elder, and seconded by James 
Oliver, elder. that the court now enter upon the discussion of the 
paper. Within a few minutes of the hour of adjournment, the ¢ question 
was put, and the motion was carried by a large majority Drs. Henry 
and Paul, and Messrs. C. Houston and Alex ander. dissented from this 
decision. At 2 o’clock, the Synod adjourned for three quarters of an 
hour. 

It was gratifying to witness the interest taken by the members of 
court, and by the numerous assembly present, in this preliminary dis- 
cussion, and the cordiality manifested by the Synod, with the excep- 
tion of the dissentients. As the Declaration was not of the nature of 
anew law, but simply an Act declaratory of the principles of the 
church’s testimony on a particular subject, the Synod might have at 
once enacted it, without sending it to the inferior courts as an overture. 
The plan adopted, was. however, pacific and judicious; and, besides 
nullifying various specious objections which might have been urged 
against the Declaration, had it been at once proposed as a law to the 
church, it will afford a good opporiunity for the sessions of the various 
congregations to give a ‘public expression of sentiment in favor of the 
church's te stimony. The consideration of it by the eldership will, we 
doubt not. be productive of much advantage, as there is vo body of men 
in the church whom it is more important to have fully informed on the 
article of principle, and whose efforts have generally contributed 
more to the purity of the church, and to tne vindication of her tes. 
timony. 

On resuming business after the recess, Dr. Henry stated, that he 
and those whe had joined him in the dissent, designed to take no part 
in the consideration of the Declaration, as they disapproved of the 
course that had been adopted by Synod, and he wished it to be under- 
stood, that their silence should not be construed into either approbation 
or disapprobation of any thing in the document. Mr. Ewing, and 
some other members of Synod, endeavored to bring the dissentients to 
take part in the discussion, but without effect. The clerk then read the 
Declaration again, and afterwards it was submitted, paragraph by para- 
graph, the members of court offering remarks and proposing altera- 
tions. 

In answer to the remarks by Messrs. Toland and Ewing, respecting 
the “law of nature” as the foundation of magistrac y, and the proposal 
by the latter to substitute the “law of creation” for the “law of na- 
ture,” Mr. Dick said, the phrase employed in the Declaration is one 
that isin ge.eral use. It had been adopted by us in the * Resolutions 
regarding the American question.” By the expression, the committee 
meant that flaw which was impressed on the heart of man at his crea- 
tion. ‘The expression in the first paragraph was preparatory to that in 
the second. He considered it necessary to state this point clearly, in- 
asmuch as covenanters had been considered as holding that magistracy 
is fuunded in grace. Against this supposition the Scottish brethren had 
lifted their voice. It is laid down explicitly in the new testimony of the 
Reformed Church in Scotland, that magistracy is founded in the very 
nature of man. Let the friends of correct principle say what they 
liked, enemies would mistepresent—but the truth was not to be sur- 
rendered, nor the received modes of stating and defending it given up 
on this account. 

Mr. Gibson would distinguish between the Jaw of nature, on which 
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he regarded magistracy as founded, and the light of nature. The law 
of nature he regarded as the moral Jaw imprinted on man’s heart at his 
creation; the light of nature he considered merely as the knowledge of 
that law possessed by mankind. 

Mr. Hawthorne said, the foundation on which civil authority rests is 
the will of the Creator. This will, he added, was made known to man 
in two ways—lIst. By its impression on man’s mind, as was done at his 
creation. 2d. By means of Revelation. This will, when known to man 
without revelation, is called the law of nature. He (Mr. H.) regarded 
civil government as founded on the will of God, impressed on the 
human mind at creation, and still more fully developed by means of re- 
velation. 

Mr. Ewing said he thought there was in the Declaration too much 
descending to details, with respect to the exercise of the magistrate’s 
authority. There is difficulty in pointing out the different parts of the 
magistrate’s duty. It was going into details on this subject, he thought, 
that had given rise to all difficulties contained in the papers which were 
at present on the table of the court. He was of opinion, that when we 
would have such a magistrate as was pointed out in the scripture, and 
when the nation would acknowledge his authority, it would be easy to 
determine his duty in particular cases. It was the duty of the church, 
at present, to avow the principle, that magistrates should use their influ- 
ence in advancing the interests of christianity ; but they (the church, ) 
should refrain from stating the particular exercise of authority of the 
christian ruler. It was with respect to these details that there was the 
greatest diversity of sentiment. For example, there were different opin- 
ions with respect to the nature of that support which the magistrate js 
to afford to the church, and also with regard to the manner of that pro- 
vision. He thought the magistrate must receive from his subjects what- 
ever he gives to the church, in his character of magistrate. Here 
there might be a difference of opinion with regard to the amount of tax- 
ation levied for the church’s support. We also come to the question 
which has been so much agitated—how is the magistrate to treat those 
who do not belong to the church? Are they to be compelled to pay 
for its support?) Atpresent, he thought there was difficulty connected 
with the answer of this question. The difficulty he regarded as ari- 
sing, not from the principle itself, bat from an evil heart of unbelief. 
He believed that when Christ would be acknowledged as universal Head 
and Lord, then this difficulty would vanish,—then would all people wil- 
lingly come forth to support the religion of Jesus, and the kings would 
lay their crowns at the feet of the Redeemer. 

Mr. Hawthorne said that, in a preceding paragraph, they had declar- 
ed for Messiah’s Headship over the nations. They now asserted the 
necessity of scriptural qualifications in magistrates—that they should 
take the word of God for their rule in governing nations—that they 
(magistrates) should embrace, profess, and support the true religion, 
He could not agree with Mr. Ewing, that we should not enter into 
details. We have the same rule to guide us now in stating the 
magistrate’s duty, which nations will have when Christ is received as 
universal Head and Lord. This rule, he stated, is the law and the tes- 
timony. He regarded all details as depending on the gr 
stated in the Declaration. 

Mr. Dick felt under obligation to Mr. Ewing fer his remarks. Jy 
—— ee of this kind, there is one rule which ought to be 

oL. AY. 9 


and principle 











128 Reformed Presbyterian Synod in Ireland. 


observed. We should not depart from a testimony which is definite, 
and adopt one that is indefinite. It was not advisable to make state- 
ments of principle too general. He admitted there might be circum- 
stances in which a nation could not avail itself of the advantages that flow 
from ascripturally qualified magistracy. He did not wish to go into 
minute and intricate questions, nor to make the testimony of the church 
more particular than it was formerly. He referred to the Larger Cate- 
chism, Quest. 191, where it is stated, that the church should be “ coun- 
tenanced and maintained by the civil magistrate.” He said, the para- 
graph under consideration was also supported by the New Scotch Tes- 
timony. He had endeavored to guard against what Mr. Ewing disap- 
proved of. ‘The expression in the paper was, that the representatives 
of the nation should support the Church of Christ. He did not, nor 
would he specify the particular support which they ought to afford, nor 
the manner in which it was to be extended to the church. He did not 
wish to go farther than the church had already gone, nor did he wish 
to stop short of former attainments. 

Mr. Ewing felt satisfied when support was taken in this generat 
sense. He had referred to pecuniary support. He was aware that 
magistrates could support the true religion by their moral influence, and 
various other means, as well as by pecuniary aid. 

On Thursday, the Synod was occupied, during the whole of the fore- 
noon Session, with the Declaration. In reply to remarks made by Mr. 
Smyth and Mr. T. Houston, respecting the magistrate’s giving ‘ civil 
sanctions” to the church’s standards, and concerning the civil ruler giv- 
ing his “ official power and strength to the Prince of the kings of the 
earth,” Mr. Dick, on the part of the committee, referred to the “Expla- 
nation and Defence of the Terms of Communion,” p. 22, and p. 31; to 
the Testimony of the Original Seceders, prepared by Dr. M‘Crie; and 
to the New ‘Testimony of the Covenanting Church in Scotland, p. 99. 
In these days of voluntary agitation, he said, some individuals assert 
that certain passages of scripture, which point out the magistrate’s duty, 
refer to him in his private, and personal, and not in his official charac- 
ter. ‘The committee were decidedly opposed to this view. He (Mr. 
l).) referred to a statement of Dr. M‘Crie on this subject. He says, 
that as magistrates, in their official capacity, opposed the Messiah, so 
when the nations become evangelized, aud their rulers embrace chris- 
tianity, they shall not only personally, but also officially, seek to pro- 
mote Christ’s kingdom. On this subject reference was also made to the 
“ Resolutions of the Scottish Synod on Popish Emancipation,” to those 
on the “ &merican Question” adopted by our Synod, and to the “ Act 
and Testimony.” 

On the paragraph in which it is declared to be the magistrate’s duty 
to reform the church when corrupt, by removing impediments, &c., Mr. 
Smyth wished to know what is the line of conduct which the christian 
civil ruler should pursue, for this end? Mr. Gibson, in reply, referred 
to the example of the godly princes of Judah, and said that magistrates 
were limited in the exercise of their authority with respect to the 


church of Christ by the word of God. 

Mr. Ewing, suggested a change of phraseology, as, in his opinion, it 
was difficult to say how barriers could be removed, and not easy to 
state what means were to be employed for promoting the true religion, 
even after impediments had been taken away. He suggested that the 
paragraph should be worded—“ It is the duty of the magistrate to 
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employ his influence in the extension and promotion of reformation, 
and of the religion of Jesus Christ.” This praseology, he said, 
would, in his opinion, prevent the very supposition that the weapons to 
be used by the magistrate are carnal and not spiritual. 

Mr. Dick remarked, that the proper exercise of civil authority is not 
a carnal weapon; for this reason, that magistracy is an ordinance of 
God, and no ordinance of God can be a carnal weapon, provided the 
word carnal be taken in its obnoxious sense. The language employed 
had been that of the New Scottish Testimony, p. 99, where it is stated 
that the magistrate ought to remove external impediments to christiani- 
ty. He did not regard the whole conduct of the godly princes of Ju- 
dah as imitable. Some of them had the spirit of inspiration and pro- 
phecy. The language employed in this part of the Declaration is that 
used by the renowned Guthrie, who, rather than yield to Erastian su- 
premacy, laid down his life: the godly Livingstone had also used simi- 
lar language before his judges. Guthrie speaks of this power of the 
magistrate, as the ordinary power of the godly princes of Judah. Tie 
same sentiment occurs in the Larger Catechism, and in the New Testi- 
mony. Persecution might be instanced as an external impediment to 
the spread of christianity, which magistrates should remove. It was 
also a partof the magistrates duty to awaken holy zeal in the minis- 
ters, and, in some cases, to call Synods. He must not, however, inter- 
fere in their deliberations. On these topics, reference was made to the 
Second Book of Disciple—to the Explanation and Defence of the Terms 
of Communion—p. 22,—to the Acts of Assembly of 1642—p. 127,— 
and to the Assembly’s approval of the King’s Letter, in which he had 
declared his intention to carry forward the work of reformation. In 
1647, also, the Assembly in Scotland speak of the necessary service 
which should be rendered by the Parliament in promoting the same 
glorious cause. Reference was likewise made to the works of Thor- 
burn and Stevens, to show that magistrates should officially render 
assistance in promoting true religion: these might be regarded as infe- 
rior authorities. 

Inquiry was made by Mr. Toland, whether in any case an appeal was 
to be allowed from the church courts to the civil magistrate; and, af- 
terwards, whether if the case were one of heresy and not of flagrant 
immorality, there could be an appeal? To this, Mr. Dick, on the part 
of the committee, replied. Independent jurisdiction is in the Declara- 
tion allowed to the church. The power of the church and of the 
State is co-ordinate, not collateral or dependent on one another. The 
church has no power over the State in State affairs, nor has the State 
any power over the Church, in Church affairs. The State, in this point 
of view, is not superior to the Church, nor is the church superior to the 
State. No appeal with respect to worship, doctrine, &c., can be made 
from the Church to the State. He (Mr. D.) furthermore admitted, that 
there are difficulties connected with this part of the subject, inasmuch 
as persons who are church members may also be civil rulers. The same 
cases nay also come under the cognizance of ecclesiastical and ciyi| 
courts in different conditions. He referred to a minister's character 
and to disputes respecting houses of worship, and showed that they 
might come before an ecclesiastical court, as cases of scandal or com- 
plaint, and before a civil court, as matters in which civil rights were 
affected. The government contemplated in the Declaration, is a scrip- 
tural government. When the law of God wonld be embodied in the 
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constitution of the State, he thought there could be no appeal from the 
church courts. The church would then be acting on its own laws, and 
on the laws of the State at the same time. 

On the subject of Penal Laws, it was shown that the committee had 
explicitly declared that these should not be enacted or executed against 
any class of religionists, except as a necessary part of self-defence in 
particular cases. It was only when in their profession and practice 
there was something opposed to the best interests of the kingdom, that 
the magistrate should take cognizance of them. These laws were 
never to be employed but in the way of self-defence, and here they 
were evidently justifiable. Objections, he admitted, had been urged 
against them in any case, but the church had always maintained the ne- 
cessity of allowing them in cases referred to. There is a manifest dif- 
ference between protecting religion against its enemies, and propaga- 
ting christianity by civil pains and penalties. In corroboration of this 
part of the Declaration, reference was made to the New Scottish Tes- 
timony, p. 162,—-to the Testimony of the Original Seceders, p. 65,— 
and to Resolutions of the Scottish Reformed Synod on Popish Eman- 
cipation. Roman Catholics are morally and scripturally disqualified for 
places of power in the nation. 

In reply to a question from Mr. Toland, respecting the Judicial Laws, 
as mentioned in the Declaration, Mr. Dick referred to the proofs quoted 
by the Westminster Divines, in the 19th chapter, 4th section of the Con- 
fession of Faith, and said the reference is obviously not to the Cere- 
monial Law. Judicial Laws may be distinguished—1l. Into those that 
are properly ceremonial ; 2. Such as are moral; and 3. ‘Those made up 
of both. What was ceremonial in the Judicial Laws has passed away ; 
but the grand principle remains the same. He here referred to the 
distinction made in the Jewish law between manslaughter and murder, 
which is recognised at the present day. Some of the Judicial Laws are 
regarded as of common right; others as of particular right. General 
equity relates to the first table of the law, as well as to the second. 
Some evil actions are, moreover, punishable on the ground of common 
right ; while the mode or degree of punishment may be regarded as of 
particular right, varying in different circumstances. In the New Testa- 
ment it is stated that evil-doers should be punished ; and it is to be ob- 
served, that there is just as good authority in the New Testament to 
punish the violation of the first four precepts of the decalogue, as the 
last six. Nopenalties are particularly specified in the one case or the 
other. The law of retaliation is recognised in the New Testament, 
when it is said, “an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth.” This law he 
regarded asa part of general equity. He considered the spirit of the 
Judicial Law still binding, while whatever is ceremonial in, or peculiar 
to the Jewish people, has passed away. In Deut. xiii. 10, there isa re- 
ference to the reason why evil-doers should be punished—the good of 
society requires it. 

Mr. T. Houston observed, that there is an ambiguity sometimes in 
speaking of the Judicial Law. None contend that, asa whole, itis now 
binding. ‘The committee has made a proper distinction; those parts of 
the Judicial Law alone that are moral in their nature, are of perpetual 
obligation. Dr. Owen, in his sermon on Daniel vii., has well observ- 
ed—*‘ Subduct those parts of the Judicial code which are peculiar to 
the Jewish church and nation, and those which remain under the gene- 
ral notion of a church and nation, are everlastingly binding.” It might 
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be easily shown that the Judicial Law had peculiarities in the penalties 
annexed to violations of the second table, as well as of the first ;— 
he instanced the case of the person who cursed his father or mother. 
We are not called to maintain that the same penalties are still to be 
employed. He referred to various writers on the law of nations, to 
show that the principle could be maintained, while modes of application 
might vary. 

On the same topic, Mr. Dick read a passage from Dwight’s Theolo- 
gy, showing that the christian civil ruler is to regard the law in the Old 
Testament as still, in some measure, a directury of his conduct—and 
observed, that he did not refer to Dr. Dwight as an authority in 
the church, but as an eminent divine, and a man of great genius. 

The paragraph being read, in which the duty of the christian civil 
ruler to restrain and punish open violations of the precepts of the first, 
as well as of the second table of the law, is declared— 

Mr. Ewing wished it to be understood, that it is to promote the glory 
of God that the magistrate is thus to exercise his authority, and that he 
must only employ means that accord with the spirit of the religion of 
Christ. This excludes all persecuting principles. 

Mr. Toland further inquired, Whether there is not a distinction be- 
tween profane swearing and blasphemy—and whether heresy and _ blas- 
phemy may coincide!’ Mr. Dick—As to persecution, the church at- 
terly disclaims it: but we have the authority of the New Testament 
that the magistrate shall not only be a “praise to them that do well,” 
but, also, ‘a terror to evil doers.” In the New Testimony, and also in 
the “ Explanation and Defence,” the magistrate is allowed the power of 
punishing outward violations, both of the first and second table of the 
law. The language of the Declaration here, is the language of the New 
Testimony. A statement of the general principle that gross immorality, 
whatever commandment may be broken, is liable to be punished by ‘the 
magistrate, is all that is intended. Gross heresy may coincide with blas- 
phemy in some cases. 

Mr. T. Houston—While he agreed in the main with Mr. Ewing, on 
the propriety of not entering into miuute details, he thought, with our 
Scottish brethren in their New Testimony, that we should never recede 
from a particular testimony to one more vague and general. In all our 
old standards, open and obstinate heresy was mentioned as punishable 
by the magistrate, as well as blasphemy and idolatry. He quoted the 
Westminster Confession, 23d chapter, and the Act and Testimony, p- 
164, and said, he did not see cause to omit, in the Declaration, 
‘‘open and gross heresies.” An enumeration of other cases was given, 
and why should this be left out? He granted it was fully implied in 
what was elsewhere stated, but he thought the words should be used. 
Elders and members of the church might think that there was a 
departure from a more particuiar to a more general testimony. In 
a document.such as this, the Synod should not omit a specific enu- 
meration, because certain individuals might deal in misrepresentation 
and reproach. 

Mr. Dick said, he did not wish in the least to depart from our stand- 
ards, but he did not see the use of introducing the term heresy.— 
‘The word is not so easily understood as some other terms in the paper. 
The committee had stated the general principle, but had said nothing 
at all about modes of punishment. It is with heresy openly avowed 
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and propagated, not as entertained in the mind, that the magistrate 
has to do it. 

Mr. 'T. Houston said, as in the Declaration, not only the principle is 
stated, but very satisfactory reasons are given in proof of it, he consi- 
dered it unnecessary to contend about a word. 

In reply toa remark of Mr. Ewing, that some of the statements in 
the Declaration might appear contradictory—Mr. Dick, on behalf of the 
committee, said—Certain general principles on this subject balance and 
limit each other. Carrying any of them to an extreme was wrong. 
The committee, in preparing the Declaration, had, Ist. Shown the 
power which the magistrate 1s to employ about the church. 2d. What 
he ought to do in restraining those that are enemies to the church and 
the commonwealth ; and 3d. What he is to do, as the guardian of both 
tables of the law. We do not say, the magistrate may and may not 
do the same thing. If individuals put wrong constructions on onr lan- 
guage, we are not to blame. The scriptures themselves have been per- 
verted. There have been vague and injurious allegations made, with 
respect to our standards. Individuals, and even public bodies, have spo- 
ken of embracing the Confession of Faith, as far as it does not incul- 
cate persecuting principles. This mode of speaking evidences any thing 
but sincerity in adopting it. He regarded it as a base aspersion on the 
Confession of Faith. He considered it better first to ascertain what 
persecution is: it would then be easy to show whether the Westminster 
Confession inculcates intolerance or not. 

Various other remarks were made, and explanations given, both on 
the former and on the remaining parts of the Declarztion, which need 
not be particularly specified. At the suggestion of Mr. 'T. Houston, a 
sentence was introduced at the close, from the New Testimony, re- 
specting the right of christians who, on conscientious grounds, refuse to 
incorporate with the national society, to enjoy protection. 

After the Declaration was fully considered, 

Mr. Hawthorne said, he rose to express his entire satisfaction with 
the document. He thought it contained the grand principles of the 
Covenanting Church, on the important subject to which it relates. He 
was well pleased, moreover, with the details which it contains. They 
shew us satisfactorily how a great principle may be brought into prac- 
tice. He thought it a useful document to send to our sessions, as an 
Overture. The Synod would gladly receive from them observations 
before giving it their final approbation. He regretted that, in consider- 
ing the document, some of our fathers in the ministry had withheld 
their counsel and co-operation. He would have rejoiced, could the Sy- 
nod have presented themselves to the public as of one mind. Before 
sitting down, he would move that the Declaration be now adopted, and 
sent down as an Overture to Sessions and Presbyteries. 

Mr. Stavely rose to second the motion. He had listened attentively 
to the paper, and to the remarks which had been made on it. He re- 
gretted that each member of Synod had not a copy of it in his hand. 
He did not feel at liberty to make any observations on the paper while 
the court was considering it, as he had not scen it previously. He 
knew he would have an opportunity of examining it again, as it was 
only to be sent from Synod as an Overture. He would wish, at present, 
to make a few remarks, with respect to the impressions made upon his 
mind by the reading of the paper. He would observe, 1. That the 
paper, or rather the statements which it contains, seemed to be un- 
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wieldly and unmanageable. 2. The first part of the paper pointed out 
what the magistrate should do; and the second, what he should not do. 
With regard to the first, it seemed to contain something like Erasvian- 
tsm; while in the second, there appeared to be a sprinkling of what is 
now called Liberalism. ‘These impressions, he thought, might, on due 
consideration, be removed. 'The unwieldiness and unmanageableness of 
the paper had arisen from the nature of the subject itself. In the com- 
pass of human investigation there are few subjects more difficult. When 
we approve of the grand principle of the magistrates province and duty, 
in matters of religion, we are not thereby required to go down, and mark 
out minutely the tine to which the magistrate should go. Circum- 
stances alter cases. A thing may be proper in certain cases, that may 
not be so in others. With respect to the seeming Erastianism and Li- 
beralism contained in the paper, he did not think, on first hearing it read, 
that certain statements in it did notaccord; and if any person felt the 
same impression, he would recommend him not to take any of its state- 
ments separately. The paper should be taken as a whole, and no state- 
ment should be considered apart from its connexion. Improper use 
had been made of the most valuable writings in this way: even the 
scriptures themselves had been perverted, by taking them in detached 
portions. He remembers that, when a young man, he was introduced 
to a celebrated Deist. He (the Deist) flattered him, and said it was a 
pity that his talents should be perverted by his engaging in the work of 
the ministry, which was likely to do harm to the world. He had writ- 
ten a book styled, “The God of the Jews characterized from his own 
writings.”” He handed him two copies of this work, requesting him to 
examine it carefully. He (Mr. 8.) did read it with particular attention, 
and found in it certain portions of the scriptures of the God of truth 
treated in the most abominable manner. The author had selected state- 
ments, without paying any attention to their connexion, and had drawn 
exceedingly startling conclusions, even from the Oracles of God. If the 
several parts of this document were treated in a similar manner, it might 
be productive of evil consequences. He (Mr.8.) would recommend to 
every person to view it in the same manner as he had done, and it 
would be found valuable and important. He Would also suggest, thatit 
should be sent to the ministers of the church, in Scotland and America. 
He also hoped, that our respected brethren who had remained silent, on 
this occasion, would lend us their aid, in bringing the Declaration to such 
an issue, that it might be called the law of the Covenanted Church, re- 
specting the magistrate’s power circa sacra. 

After some further conversation, in which several members took part, 
it was agreed that the Deciaration should be handed to the committee, 
for the purpose of making the alterations that had been suggested, and 
of printing it as speedily as possible, and circulating it widely as an 
Overture. 


Arr. VIL. General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 
[From the Presbyterian. ] 
A friend has furnished us with the following sketch of the proceed- 
ings of this venerable judicatory. The last item is peculiarly interest- 
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ing at the present time, and our readers will unite with us in applaud- 
ing the noble stand taken by the Assembly, in adopting Mr. Buchanan’s 
motion. 

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland met at Edinburgh, 
at the usual time, in May. The papers announce the arrival of Lord 
Belhaven, the Queen’s Lord High Commissioner to the Assembly, at 
Holyrood palace ; there he was waited upon by the magistrates, who 
presented the keys of the city, and received them back from his Lord- 
ship. It is added: * His Grace holds his first levee at 11 o'clock to- 
day, and afterwards proceeds, in state, to open the Assembly.” 

On the 21st of May, a committee was appointed to petition Parlia- 
ment for more efficient measures for the suppression of the sale of liquors 
on the Lord’s day. 

On the 22d, Dr. Chalmers presented the report of the committee on 
the extension of the church, by providing for the erection of additional 
laces of worship. The report was followed by an address from the 
Basis in which he stated, that offers had been received from the li- 
centiates of the Presbyteries to minister in the districts now destitute 
of churches, which he hoped would be accepted. ‘Only,’ said he, ‘let 
it be well understood by the young gentlemen themselves, that, how- 
ever important the labors of a parochial missionary are, they should not 
encroach on the labors of the closet, in the prosecution of their profes- 
sional literature, and in their preparation for the Sabbath.” 

“The committee would confess their alarm lest alvose and extempo- 
raneous preaching should take the place of careful and well-digested 
sermons. It must be obvious that the present circumstances of the 
church called for the utmost wisdom as well as the utmost firmness. 
It were well that under a sense of difficulty there was more amongst all 
of them of the exercise of prayer for grace and wisdom from on high. 
They ought to acquit themselves like men—be strong. It was a re- 
markable juxta-position to these words, and which tended to evince that 
the union spoken of, wisdom and firmness, though difficult, was not im- 
possible, when in immediate succession to the clause quoted, they read 
‘let all good things be done with charity.’ ” 

The report of the committee was received with great enthusiasm ; 
and, according to a vote of the Assembly, a prayer was offered, giving 
thanks toGod for the great success that had attended the efforts of Dr. 
Chalmers in providing for the extension of the church; and then the 
Moderator, in a suitable address, presented the acknowledgments of the 
House to the Doctor. 

It appears, that 187 new churches are already built, or are in pro- 
gress, at an expense of nearly a million of dollars. 

On the 28d, a very animated discussion took place on the “ indepen- 
dence of the church,” which arose from the following circumstances :— 
In 1834, the Assembly enacted, that no man should be ordained to a 
vacant living if the majority of the male heads of families objected to 
his appointment. The parish of Auchterarder, some time after that 


becoming vacant, the patron presented it to the Rev. Mr. Young; who 
was not accepted by the parish, and the Presbytery accordingly refus- 

Mr. Young, and his patron, (Lord Kinnoull,) brought 
a civil action; an@ the court decided, that the act of the Assembly was 
in opposition to the law of the realm, giving the right of presentation to 
the patron; and that, consequently, Mr. Young was entitled to the liv- 
ing. ‘Two resolutions were offered to the Assembly; the first by Mr. 


ed to ordain him. 
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Buchanan, of Glasgow, and the other by Dr. Cook. The final vote was, 
for Mr. Buchanan’s motion, 183: Dr. Cook's, 141; so the former was 
adopted. We subjoin them, as having some interest for our own church 
at present. 

Mr. Bucuanan’s Motiton.—“ That the General Assembly of this 
Church, while they unqualifiedly acknowledge the exclusive jurisdiction 
of the civil courts in regard to the civil rights and emoluments secured 
by law to the Church and the ministers thereof, and will ever give and 
inculcate implicit obedience to the decisions thereanent; do resolve 
that as it is declared in the Confession of Faith of this National Esta- 
blished Church, that ‘ The Lord Jesus Christ is King and Head of the 
Church, and hath therein appointed a government in the hand of church 
officers distinct from the civil magistrate ;’ and that in all matters of 
teaching, doctrine, government, and discipline of the Church, her judi- 
catories possess an exclusive jurisdiction founded on the Word of God, 
which ‘power ecclesiastically flows from God and our Mediator, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who is spiritual, not having a temporal bead on earth 
but only Christ, the only spiritual King and Governor of his Kirk :’— 
And they do further resolve, that this spiritual jurisdiction and the sole 
Headship of the Lord Jesus Christ, on which it depends, they will as- 
sert, and at all hazards defend, by the help of the blessing of that great 
God, who, in the days of old, enabled their fathers, amidst manifold per- 
secutions, to maintain their testimony even unto death, for Christ’s 
kingdom and crown: And finally, that they will firmly enforce submis- 
sion to the same upon all office-bearers, &c., members of the Church, by 
the exercise of the laws and of the ecclesiastical authority wherewith 
they are invested.” 

Dr. Coox’s Morion.—‘ That the General Assembly, while they hold 
sacred the spiritual powers confided to the Church by the Lord Jesus 
Christ, its great head, and consider it to be their indispensable duty to 
maintain eutire and inviolate those powers, they are nevertheless per- 
suaded that it is incumbent on all classes of men, and particularly the 
members and office-bearers of a Church which is sanctioned, establish- 
ed, and endowed by the State, to yield obedience to the existing laws, 
as declared by the supreme legal tribunals of the country, whose duty 
it is to regulate all civil and temporal rights, privileges, and possessions 
of whatever kind; and as the recent decision of the Court in the case 
of Auchterarder has given rise in the inferior judicatories of the Church 
to apprehensions respecting their spiritual independence, that it is snost 
desirable that that decision should be brought under the review and 
consideration of the House of Lords, as the court of last resort, in or- 
der that the doubts that some entertain of the import of the statute on 
which it proceeded may be removed, and that, with this declaration 
and finding, the General Assembly dismiss in hoe statu the Overtures 
now on their table.” 

On the day after this decision, Mr. Young was cited to the bar of the 
Assembly, “to make such defence as may seem to him right.” The 
majority on this resolution was twenty-eight. 

An Edinburgh paper speaks as follows of the late General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland: 

“Those who have read the full reports which we have given, and 
impartially considered them, will agree with us in thinking that a more 
noble Assembly has seldom been convened. Apart from the many ex- 
cellent judgments and deliverances which have been pronounced upon 
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a great variety of questions affecting the moral and religious interests 
of our fellow-men, both at home and abroad, the stand which has been 
made upon the spiritual independence of the Church is sufficient to con- 
fer the highest honor upon the spirit, and courage, and zeal, of the Ge- 
neral Assembly. No better proof, perhaps, can be given of the sound- 
ness of the steps which have been taken, than the bitterness and wrath 
which they have provoked among the Voluntaries, and Radicals, and 
haters of the Church. These men see that the decisions of the Gene- 
ral Assembly, instead, as some ill-informed and timid friends of the 
Church imagine, of endangering her existence, establish her upon a 
firmer basis than ever—give the lie to three-fourths of the Voluntary 
argument against the Church, and create new claims to the respect and 
atlection of the people of Scotland. We shall have many opportunities 
of returning to the subject. In the mean time. to neutralize the mis- 
representation of a part of the press which professes to be friendly to 
the Church, we take leave to say that in the matter of the Auchte- 
rarder case throughout, the General Assembly was completely success- 
ful. The Church gained every vote upon the question; and Mr. 
Young, or rather the Dean of Faculty as his counsel, was constrained 
to give the answer which the Church desired, and which completely 
vindicates her proceedings in the case. He has substantially declared 
that the steps taken against the Prysbetry of Auchterarder were not 
meant as any insult to the Church, or attempt to frighten the members 
in the discharge of their duty, but were essential, as a matter of form, 
to the conduct of the civil case before the House of Lords. This is an 
impertant confession. Had it been otherwise, the General Assembly 
could not have consistently allowed Mr. Young to retain his license for 
another hour. No one who knows any thing of the case can believe 
that the learned dean would have stood so much upon technicalities, 
had he not felt that the cause of his client was to gain nothing by an 
argument upon the merits. In the meantime, an admirable lesson has 
been read to the probationers and presentees of the Church which they 
will not soon forget.” 

Original Burgher Synod-Union with the Church of Scotland—At the 
meeting of the Synod last week, the subject of re-union with the Church 
of Scotland was again brought under consideration, and discussed at 
great length and with the most intense interest. There were two mo- 
tions before the Synod—the one by the Rev. Mr. Moscrip, Grenock, 
that the proposed union should be immediately effected; and the other 
by the Rev. Professor Willis, Glasgow, that it should still be delayed 
for at least another year—some ministers, who spoke strongly and 
pointedly in favor of immediate union, at last yielding to the wishes of 
those who pleaded for delay. Accordingly, on the vote being put, it 
was found that twenty-one had voted for the first, and thirty for the 
second motion, making a majority of nine in favor of the motion for 
delay. Against this decision thirteen ministers, along with a number 
of elders, protested, took instruments, and craved extracts, reserving to 
themselves full liberty to proceed in the matter as they shall see cause. 
We understand the protesters have since met, and unanimously agreed 
to follow out their protest by an immediate application for themselves 
to the Committee of the Assembly’s Committee on Union. 
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Art. VIII. The Abolition of Slavery in the West Indies. 


If we rightly understand the matter, slavery may be considered as at 
an end in the British West Indies. All parties there seem to be satis- 
fied that the complete abolition of slavery is an advantage even to 
slaveholders themselves. The apprenticeship system, which was con- 
tinued in most of the Islands, was found not to work so well as the total 
emancipation system. A part of the apprentices, the house servants, 
were, according to Act of Parliament, to become free on the first of 
the present month, and the remainder, the field servants, on the first of 
August, 1840. But the latter have also doubtless obtained their free- 
dom in the Island of Jamaica, and either have or soon will have, in all 
the other Islands. The following, which we copy from the New-York 
Observer, relates to the legislative action which has taken place on this 


interesting subject in Jamaica : 


ao 
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The House of Assembly met yesterday afternoon, at 3 o’clock, on 
which there was a very full attendance of members. 

The House having been summoned over to the Counc!’ Chamber, 
his Excellency was pleased to open the sessions by the following 
speech : 

** Gentlemen of the Council, 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly : 

I have called you together at an unusual season, to take into your 
consideration the state of the Island, under the laws of apprenticeship 
for the laboring population. 

I need not refer you to the agitation of this subject throughout the 
British empire, or to the discussions upon it in Parliament, where the 
honorable efforts of the ministry were barely found sufficient to pre- 
serve the original duration of the law, as an obligation of natural faith. 

I shall lay before you some despatches on the subject. 

Gentlemen—Gencral agitation and Parliamentary interference have 
not, | am afraid, yet terminated. 

A corresponding excitement has been long going on among the ap- 
prentices themselves, but still they have rested in sober and quiet hopes, 
relying on your generosity that you will extend to them that boon 
which has been granted to their class in other colonies. 

Gentlemen of the Council, 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly: 

In this posture of affairs it is my duty to declare my sentiments, and 
distinctly to recommend to you the early and equal abolition of appren- 
ticeship for both classes. 

I do so in confidence that the apprentices will be found worthy of 
freedom, and that it will operate as a double blessing by securing also 
the future interests of the planters. 

I am commanded, however, to inform you, that her Majesty’s minis- 
ters will not entertain any question of further compensation. — 

But should your views be opposed to the policy I recommend, I 
would entreat you to consider well how impracticable it will become 
to carry on coercive labor always difficult, it would in future be in pe- 
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ril of constant comparison with other colonies made free, and with those 
estates in this Island made free by individual proprietors. 

As Governor, under these circumstances, and I never shrink from 
any of my responsibilities, | pronounce it physically impossible to main- 
tain the apprenticeship with any hope of successful agriculture. 

Gentlemen of the Council, 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly : 

Jamaica 1s in your hands—she requires repose, by the removal of a 
law which has equally tormented the laborer and disappointed the 
planter ; a law by which man still constrains man in unnatural servi- 
tude. This is her first exigency. For her future welfare she appeals 
to your wisdom to legislate in the spirit of the times, with liberality and 
benevolence towards all classes.” 

On the return of the House, the speech was referred to a special 
committee. 

Mr. Guy gave notice that he would to-morrow introduce a bill for 
the entire abolition of the apprenticeship system.” 


The following is an extract from the Reply of the Legislature to the 
Governor’s speech : 

“ We feel confident that the hopes of the apprentices will not be dis- 
appointed, and that the wisdom and generosity of the Legislature of 
Jamaica will not hesitate to extend to them that boon, which has been 
eranted to their class in other colonies. 

“ We cordially concur in your Exeellency’s wise and humane recom- 
mendation of an early and equal abolition of the apprenticeship of all 
classes, and feel pleasure in recording our perfect conviction, that the 
apprentices will be found worthy of freedom in every respect—and 
will so conduct themselves in their altered condition, as to ensure the 
future interests of the planters. 

“Coercive labor has, at all times, been obtained with difficulty, but 
under the present peculiar circumstances of this Isiand, we fear it might 
be impossible to maintain the apprenticeship with any hope of success- 
ful agriculture. 

“Jamaica does indeed require repose—and we are sanguine in the 
expectation that, under Divine Providence, such laws will be passed 
by her Legislature, as will evince their desire to act with liberality and 
benevolence towards all classes.” 


In view of the unanimous adoption of the resolution that the appren- 
ticeship should be abolished, the Jamaica Royal Gazette remarks : 


“It is with sincere pleasure that we congratulate the island on the 
successful issue of the deliberations of the Hon. House of Assembly. 
Freedom will ere long be proclaimed—full, complete, and nnrestricted 
freedom will be conferred on those who, according to law, would have 
had to continue in servitude for two years more. No dissentient voice 
was heard within the walls of the Assembly, all joined in the wish so 
often expressed, that the remaining term of apprenticeship should be 
cancelled, that the excitement produced by a law which has done incon- 
ceivable harm in Jamaica, in alienating the affections of her people, and 
creating discord and disaffection, should at once cease. Thank God! 
it is now nearly at an end, and we trust that Jamaica will enjoy that 


repose so eagerly and anxiously sought after, by all who wish the isl- 
and well.” 
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There is little doubt, therefore, that Mr. Guy's Bill for the entire 
abolition of the apprenticeship system, has become a law. Slavery 
may be considered as at an end in the British West Indies. We hope 
that this noble example will be speedily followed by our Southern 
neighbors—that they will see, that to emancipate their slaves is not 
only an act of justice to them and a duty to God, but also a deed which 
will rédound to their own worldly interests. 


Art. 1X. & Schism atiempted in the Associate Church. 


It is with deep regret that we find ourselves called upon to announce 
to our readers, that an attempt is now makingto produce a Schism in the 
Associate Church. Perhaps we might say in truth, that a Schism has 
been already made. Our readers, before this time, have learned from 
the published Minutes of the late Synod, that that court was necessitated 
to suspend the Rev. Messrs. H.H. Blair, A. Stark and P. Builions from 
the exercise of the ministry and from the fellowship of the church, on 
account of their disorderly andcontemptuous proceedings. It now ap- 
pears, that these suspended brethren, contrary to every just and reason- 
able expectation, are determined to persist in their sinful and insubordi- 
nate course, and to decoy, inveigle and “carry away from their stead- 
fastness” as many others with them as possible. They have accord- 
ingly undertaken to exercise Presbyterial jurisdiction. Inthe assumed 
character of a Presbytery, self-constituted, and in open violation of all 
scriptural order, they have ordained an individual to the office of the 
holy ministry; they have undertaken to establish a congregation in this 
city; they have commenced the publication of a religious periodical, 
styled Tue Associate PrespyTERIaAn MaGazine, “Rev. P. Buuuions, 
D. D. Eprror ;” and, moreover, ‘to take away their reproach” they 
call themselves The Associate Presbytery of Albany. ‘This information 
we have obtained from No. 1 of the Magazine jnst named, at the end 
of which there is the following “ Ecclesiastical” notice : 

‘¢ Onpination—The Rev. James Williamson was ordained by the Associate Pres- 
bytery of Albany, at Newark, N. J. on the 7th July. The Rev. P. Builions, D. D, 
preached on the occasion from 2 Cor. i. 24, and presided. ‘The Rey. H. H. Blair, of 
New-York, delivered the charge to the minister ; and the Rev. A. Stark, of New-York, 
addressed the congregation.—The application for a continued supply of sermon 
from the congregation of Fall River, and aiso of a number of individuals living in 
the city of Albany, was attended to, as far as it is in the power of Presbytery in 
present circumstances.” 

The designs of these suspended brethren in all this, especially in the 
establishment of their Magazine, on the very first page of which there 
is an attack on the character of Tue Revicious Moniror, and in their 
attempt to get up an opposition congregation in this city, are quite too 
palpable to require from us any remark whatever. An All-wise Provi- 
dence, however, may kindly interpose and frustrate their designs. 

With respect to the contents of the No. of their Magazine which has 
made its appearance, and which relate almost exclusively to the proceed- 
ings of the late meeting of Synod in the case of these brethren, it is 
enough to say, that they harmonize most completely with the contents 
of Mr. Stark’s anonymous Pamphlets, which the Associate Synod have 
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unanimously declared to be of “a mendacious, calumnious and _ribald- 
ish character,” and “of an infidel tendency.” But as some of our 
readers may never have seen those Pamphlets, truth and duty compel 
us to declare, and we do it most deliberately and solemnly, that the con- 
tents of the Magazine referred to contain an uninterrupted tissue of 
falsehood, misrepresentation, slander, Jesuitical sophistry and pitiful 
quibbling, which probably has not been far surpassed by any infidel or 
popish writer since the era of the Reformation. 

Now, it is truly lamentable that these brethren should be so blind as 
not to see the awful sin and danger of the schismatical course which 
theyare pursuing. Dreadful, indeed, are the denunciations of God’s 
word against such conduct. Seprrione, or “ causeless separations” in 
the church, are by the apostle Paul classed with “heresies,” “ witch- 
craft,” “adultery,” and other ‘“ works of the flesh:” and he declares 
that “ they who do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God,” 
(Gal. v. 19-21.) And surely there never was amore “ causeless separa- 
tion” made in the church of Christ than that attempted by the suspend- 
ed brethren. ‘This is evident: 

1. Because, according to their own showing, they are “fugitives 
from discipline :” 

2. Because, they vaunt that there is no difference between them and 
the Synod on the score of principle or public profession. 

3. Because, their complaint is only against an act of administration 
—the Synod, in their opinion, gave a wrong judgment in a “ personal 
cause :”” and 

4. Because, they claim a majority of the Synod as being on their 
side. ‘It is in fact known to us,” say they, “ that those very decisions, 
of which we complain, are by no means in accordance with the judg- 
ment of a great majority of the ministers and elders belonging to the 
church. ‘They are not so much the decisions of the Associate Synod 
as the decisions of a party.” 

Now, we ask, was there ever, according to the brethren’s own story, 
a more ‘ causeless separation,” a more groundless schism? But what 
is most deplorable of all, and is calculated to give rise to very painful 
reflections, is the fact, that this schism is attempted by the brethren, in 
the very face of vows and oaths deliberately, solemnly and repeatedly 
made to the contrary. ‘They have given and have repeated, in the pre- 
sence of God, angels and men, affirmative answers to the following 
questions : 

‘* Do you engage to submit yourself willingly and humbly, in the spirit of meek- 
ness, to the admonitions of this Presbytery, remembering that while they act up- 
rightly, they judge not for men but for the Lord, who is a!so with them in the judg- 
ment: and do you promise that you will endeavor to MainTatn the spiritual unrry 
and pEAcK of this church, CAREFULLY AVOIDING EVERY DIVISIVE CoURSKE—and this 
you promise through grace, notwithstanding any trouble or persecution you may be 
called to suffer, in studying a faithful discharge of your duty in these matters ?”— 
(See Ordination Vows of the Associate Synod of North America.) 

These brethren have also sworn, with uplifted hands to God, or ex- 
pressed their willingness to swear, the following oatu: 

‘* We engage in the strength of the Lord, to follow that peace which is founded 
upon an agreement in the truth, that we may stand fast in one spirit, with one mind, 
striving together for the faith of the gospel; and to BEWaRE of every thing that has 
& TENDENCY to BREAK this desirable HanmMony and profitable communion among the 
members of Christ’s mystical body ; and for this end we shall endeavor to mark 
them who cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which we have received, 
and avoid them.” (See The Solemn Covenant Engagement unto Duties.) 
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Now in view of these vows and oaths, than which nothing on_ this 
side of eternity can be more solemn and awful, we leave it to Him, 
‘by whom actions are weighed,” and “ who searcheth the hearts and 
trieth the reins of the children of men,” to judge, whether, to act, as 
these brethren are now acting, be moral perjury, or not. We know 
what would be the judgment of every man on the subject, whose con- 
science has been enlightened by the word of God and the spirit of truth. 
But it is ‘a very small thing to be judged of man’s judgment,” ina 
matter of such awful moment. 

How far this schism may extend, we cannot at present tell; but we 
are well aware that all that can be effected by artful appeals to preju- 
dice and passion, by pious frauds, by perversion of facts, by sophistry 
and chicanery, will be attempted, in order to extend it as far as possi- 
ble. But, ““O my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their as- 
sembly, mine honor, be not thou united.”—We have just been inform- 
ed, to our great surprise, that the newly organized Presbytery of Ver- 
mont have undertaken to remove the sentence of deposition from Dr. 
A. Bullions. But whether they intended this as an act of separation 
from the Associate Synod, or whether they performed it under a mis- 
taken notion of the extent of their powers, thinking that they could 
exercise Presbyterial jurisdiction in the heart of another Presbytery, 
we are not fully prepared to say. But this we will say, that all Sece- 
ders, who have any correct knowledge of Presbyterial order and re- 
spect for the authority of the Synod, will regard this act of the Ver- 
mont Presbytery as null and void—as a mere farce. 

In regard to the abuse so lavishly heaped on the Synod in the bre- 
ren’s Magazine, we have only to say, that it will ultimately hurt its 
authors more than the Synod; though it is humiliating to find these 
men uniting with the Christian Magazine in caricaturing and defaming 
a Court which they were bound to love and respect, and to which they 
had sworn subjection in the Lord. Forty members of Synod voted for 
the suspension of the separating brethren, and for this act of discipline, 
honestly and deliberately performed, in the name and presence of the great 
Master and Judge, the whole forty are persecuted with “ bitter words,” 
—are represented as designing knaves or willing dupes. But, however 
exasperating such treatment may be, we hope those members of Synod 
will bear it meekly, and endeavor to cherish and cultivate the spirit of 
the Apostle and his injured companions—“ Being reviled, we bless; be- 
ing persecuted, we suffer it; being defamed, we entreat.” This unjust — 
and cruel treatment, if properly improved, will lead us to a more lively 
perception of the moral sufferings of our innocent Saviour. Listen to 
His complaints—* They laid things to my charge, which I knew not.” 
“He that did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me.” 
Being placed, therefore, in somewhat similar circumstances, let us fol- 
low his example—* Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him 
that judgeth righteously.” Let us “avenge not ourselves, but rather 
give place unto wrath; for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will 
repay, saith the Lord.” 

Whether it be necessary, with the view of preventing some honest, 
but uninformed, Seceders, from being led away from their profession, 
to expose the glaring falsehoods and misrepresentations which abound 
in the aforesaid Magazine, is a question which we are not at present pre- 
pared to solve. On this question we wait the advice of our brethren. 
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Art. X. Notices. 
A. R. is received and will appear in our next. 


We would direct the attention of our readers to the notice on the 
cover respecting Tur Discourses anp BioGrapnicat Sketcues, pro- 
posed to be published by Rev. J. P. Miller. This will be a work of 
vast interest to Seceders. Every family in our Communion, that is 
able to meet the expense, should be in possession of a copy of this work. 
It will be put to press as soon as a sollelens number of subscribers is 
obtained to warrant the publication. It is hoped that ministers and elders 
especially, will see to it, that this important work be not hindered from 
seeing the light from a want of due encouragement. 


The exertions of our friends and patrons were perhaps never more 
needed in behalf of the Monitor than in the present crisiss We have 
a large surplus of copies from the commencement of the present vol. 
stillon hand; together with several copies of the last (the XIV.) 
volume. 





Art. XI. Ecclesiastical Record. 


At a Meeting of the Associate Presbytery of Philadelphia, held at 
Baltimore on the 4th July, Mr. Joseph 'T. Cooper was licensed to preach 
the everlasting gospel; since which time he has been supplying the 
2d Associate Congregation of New-York, which became vacant by the 
defection of their former pastor. 


Mr. James Law was licensed in like manner, by tne Associate Pres- 
bytery of Cambridge, on the 17th of July. 


Advertisement. 


Witiiam 8. Youne, No, 173 Race Street, Philadelphia, has just 
issued an edition of THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF 
FAITH—tPrinted, without alteration, from a late and correct Edin- 
burgh edition. ‘The work has also been carefully read and compared 
with older and correct copies of the book, and every effort used to ren- 
der the work as free from errors as possible. 

Single copies of the Confession, neatly and substantially bound in sheep, 
will be sold at the reduced price of $1 12 1-2, or $12 per dozen.— 
Copies of the work on superior paper $l 25 singly, or $13 50 per 
dozen.—Fine copies, handsomely bound in calf, gilt, $1 88—a propor- 
tionable discount made where purchased by the quantity. 

As the above prices, with the view of increasing the demand, and 
accelerating the sale of the work, are put lower than it is believed the 
work was ever formerly sold at,—should any partof the edition remain 
on hand twelve months from the publication of the work, it is the pub- 
lisher’s intention to advance the price, to defray the additional expenses 
of keeping. 

Orders for the above, or other books, will be thankfully received, and 
met with prompt attention. 
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